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About Our Worship Service 

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  Our message is as old as God’s Word to 

mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins.  We gather for the Divine Service not 

merely for the sake of ritual or tradition.  Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back 

to God.  Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us.  In Word and 

Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new 

life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven!  Through this same gospel he motivates and equips 

us to follow his holy will for our lives.  We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus 

Christ's love for you as you worship today.  Please join us again soon! 

Visitors 

Thank you for joining us for worship!  Please read the following notes about our congregation.  If you 

have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.   

Our Practice of Closed Communion 

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under 

the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”   

Restrooms  

Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall.  A wheelchair accessible restroom is located 

at the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel. 

Guest Book 

If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a 

record of your visit. 

Parent’s Room 

Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.   

Chair Lifts  

Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on 

the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.  



Second Sunday of Easter 

April 7, 2024 

 

Easter 

Resurrection Reality 

St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (1 Cor 15:20).  Jesus’ resurrection is 

not legend; it really happened.  Easter is not just a holiday; it is history.  On time’s infinite line, 

Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar moment that defines reality for us all.  If Christ remained 

dead, he is a fraud and failure.  But Christ has indeed been raised, which means Jesus is exactly 

who he claimed to be – the Son of God, our Lord and Savior.  If Christ remained dead, then the 

grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all.  But Christ has indeed been raised, which means that 

“all those who believe in him “will be made alive” (1 Cor 15:22).  In this glorious season of Easter, 

let us meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality. 

Second Sunday of Easter 

The Living Lord Gives Proof and Peace 

In most world religions, the alleged foundational event was experienced by only one person.   

A self-proclaimed prophet would allege he alone had some special encounter with God.  “No 

really!  Just trust me.  It really happened.” 

The reality of Jesus’ resurrection is so very different.  In the Great Resurrection Chapter (1 

Corinthians 15), St. Paul writes an entire paragraph listing the people to whom Jesus appeared 

after he rose, including a group of over five hundred at one time.  It is like St. Paul is telling 

skeptics, “You don’t need to take my word for it.  Hundreds of us saw Jesus back from the dead.”  

The proof of Jesus’ resurrection brought peace and strength to those early believers.  They 

knew there was more to their existence than just their time on earth.  They knew the reality 

that eternal life was theirs, a gift from their living Lord.  It gave them incredible joy and 

courage.  May the resurrection reality give us the same. 



The Service 

Setting One 

 

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service. 

A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.  

The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal. 

The Preparation   

Opening Hymn                            449   “This Joyful Eastertide” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Text: George R. Woodward, 1848–1934     Tune: Davids Psalmen, Amsterdam, 1684     Text and tune: Public domain 

Please stand 

Invocation                                                                                           (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession                                                                                                         (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13) 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 



Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution                                                                                                  (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23) 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy      Kyrie                                                                (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13) 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

 



Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

This Is the Feast  (CW 938)                                                                                     (Revelation 5:6-14; 11:15-17; 19:6-9) 

The hymn will be sung like so: Refrain, Verse 1, Verse 2, Verse 5 (no refrain in between the verses), Final Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Text: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010; John W. Arthur, 1922–1980 … Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

The Word  

Salutation                                                                                                        (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                  (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6) 

Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace.  

Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting 

assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

First Reading                                                                             Acts 18:1-11 

The promised presence of the living Lord gave Paul the courage to keep on speaking the gospel, even when 

Paul was facing harsh persecution.  

18  After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  2 There he found a Jew named 

Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 

Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome.  Paul went to see them.  3 Because he had 

the same occupation, he stayed and worked with them, for they were tentmakers by trade.    



4 Every Sabbath he led a discussion in the synagogue, trying to persuade both Jews and 

Greeks.  

5 When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was entirely devoted to 

preaching the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  6 But when they 

opposed Paul and slandered him, he shook out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be 

on your own heads!  I am innocent.  From now on, I will go to the Gentiles!”  

7 He left that place and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshipper of 

God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.  8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, believed 

in the Lord, together with his entire household.  And many of the Corinthians, when they 

heard, believed and were baptized.  

9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid, but keep on speaking, 

and do not be silent.  10 For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, 

because I have many people in this city.”  11 He stayed there a year and six months, teaching 

the word of God among them.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day               Psalm 16 B      “This Is the Day” 

The entire congregation will sing together the whole Psalm 

 

 



 

LORD, you alone are my portion / and my cup; 

    you make my / lot secure. 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant / places; 

    surely I have a delightful in- / heritance. 

I keep my eyes always / on the LORD. 

    With him at my right hand, I will not be / shaken.   Refrain 

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue re- / joices; 

    my body also will / rest secure, 

because you will not abandon me to the realm / of the dead, 

    nor will you let your Holy One / see decay. 

You make known to me the / path of life; 

    you will fill me with joy in your presence,  

    with eternal pleasures at / your right hand. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Dale A. Witte     Setting: Dale A. Witte 

Music: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Second Reading                                                                               1 John 1:1-4 

St. John reminds us that there were witnesses who saw and touched Jesus raised from the dead.  This 

resurrection serves as proof that eternal life is ours.  

1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we have observed and our hands have touched regarding the Word of Life— 
2 the life appeared, and we have seen it.  We testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, 



which was with the Father and has appeared to us.  3 We are proclaiming what we have seen 

and heard also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us.  Our fellowship is with the 

Father and his Son Jesus Christ.  4 We write these things to you so that our joy may be 

complete.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced 

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

The minister processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word   

Gospel                                                                             John 20:19-31 

The risen Savior offers proof and peace to his disciples. 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked 

doors because of their fear of the Jews.  Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, 

“Peace be with you!”  20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.  So the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 



21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you!  Just as the Father has sent me, I am also 

sending you.”  22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.    
23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven.  Whenever you do not forgive them, 

they are not forgiven.” 

24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came.  25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the 

mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.  Though 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them.  “Peace be with you,” he said.      
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and 

put it into my side.  Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed.  Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not 

written in this book.  31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ!  

Please be seated 

Hymn of the Day 456  verses 1-7   “O Sons and Daughters of the King” 

 



 

 
 

5 When Thomas afterwards had heard 

that Jesus had fulfilled his word, 

he doubted that it was the Lord. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 

“my hands, my feet, my body see; 

and doubt not, but believe in me.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615;     Text and tune: Public domain 

Easter Acclamation  

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Sermon                                                        John 20:19-31          “Proof and Peace” 



Nicene Creed      Credo                                                                      (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11) 

Please stand 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, 

  seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

  and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

  is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Please be seated 



Create in Me a Clean Heart  (CW 942)                                           (Psalm 51:10-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.     Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925–1989     Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayer of the Church Easter I 

Let us pray. 

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this Easter season, for you have risen and 

conquered the grave.  Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our 

minds.  Through the good news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising.  You have 

put our sin to death and have given us a new life.  Enable us each day to think of ourselves as 

dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we do.  Lord, in 

your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 



In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us.  Touch the hearts of those who grieve the 

loss of a Christian they love.  Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by 

reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Lord, many people grieve without hope.  Let the message of resurrection reach them and 

awaken faith in their hearts.  Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their 

souls and the message of hope to their hearts.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Stay by the side of all who are suffering.  In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, 

receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or 

mind.  Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your 

promise to raise them and give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Special prayers and intercessions 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection.  Come to us in your Word 

and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in 

eternal glory.  

Amen. 

Please stand 

 

 

 



The Sacrament 

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this  

bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices” 

Prefaces                                                                                      (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1) 

The Lord be with you.                                                                    

 

Lift up your hearts.                                                                                

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                        

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his 

willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection 

restored everlasting life. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

 

 



Holy, Holy, Holy      Sanctus                                                                        (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                                  (John 1:3; Romans 8:32) 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace.  Through him you made all things; 

in him you are well pleased.  He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary.  To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross 

and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood.  Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ.  Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



Lord’s Prayer                                                                                               (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution      Verba           (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Peace of the Lord      Pax Domini                                                (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 



O Christ, Lamb of God      Agnus Dei                                    (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19) 

 

Please be seated 

Distribution of Holy Communion                                                  (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42) 

As he distributes the elements, the minister says to the communicants: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

Amen. 

The blood of Christ, poured out for you. 

Amen. 

As he dismisses the communicants, the minister says: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 

everlasting.  Go in peace.  

Amen. 



 

Our Holy Communion Practices 
(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11) 

Visitors 

Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes: 

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and 

teaching.  To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common.  By receiving Holy 

Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing that 

we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.   

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to 

which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in 

God’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints).  Confirmed members of Nain and 

confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.   

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another 

belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time.  We do this out of love and in 

accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29.  The pastor would be happy 

to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other questions or 

concerns about our practices.  Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for respecting 

our beliefs.   

Communicants 

“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is 

printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal.  Prayers for before and after communing are printed on 

the first page of the hymnal. 

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor 

distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.”  When he 

distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”  

Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying, 

“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the body 

and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Children  and  Non-Communicants 

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing 

from the pastor.  He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless 

you.”  Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that they 

do not intend to commune.   

 



Distribution Hymn 442   “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia” 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807–1882, alt.; Latin, 11th cent., attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050, abr. 

Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781–1821 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



Distribution Hymn 445   “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867–1941, alt.; C. F. W. Walther, 1811–1887, abr. 

Tune: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–1887 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 



Lord, Now You Let Your Servant  (CW 951)      Nunc Dimittis                               (Luke 2:29-32) 

Please stand as the canticle is introduced 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.  …  Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925–1989  …  Text and tune: Public domain 

Thanksgiving                                                                                                                   (Psalm 118:1) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Proclamation                                                                                                         (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 



Post-Communion Prayer                                                   (Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11) 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.  We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.  We 

ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing                                                                                                                     (Numbers 6:24-26) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

Closing Hymn 456  verses 8-9   “O Sons and Daughters of the King” 

 

 

 

Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615;    Text and tune: Public domain 

+ + + 



 

A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal. 

You will not be ushered out. You may depart any time after the closing hymn. 

If you haven’t done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave. 

If you have an offering, you can place it in the collection box located in the narthex.   

If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code on the last page of this bulletin.   

Thank you for your financial support of our congregation! 

Please contact Pastor Berg at any time if you are need of any pastoral care during the week.  

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God.  The Lord be with you this week! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Special thanks to: Kathy Weigand for playing piano… Mark Buske for serving as distribution assistant…  

Aaron Palmer for serving as usher… and Brooke Smith for operating the A/V equipment for the live stream. 

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words 

and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this 

Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service. 

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay 

informed about all congregational news.  Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex. 

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is 

also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.  

“Understanding Lutheran Worship” provides excellent information about the Lutheran Liturgy, the Christian 

Church Year, and the Books of the Bible.  A copy of the booklet is located in the hymnal rack of each pew.   

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net       

 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567
https://www.nainlutheran.org/worship/worship-resources
https://www.nainlutheran.org/worship/worship-resources
http://www.wels.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Paschal Candle 

Paschal, meaning "having to do with the Passover," is a word associated with Easter, for it was at the 

conclusion of the Jewish Passover Festival (the "Pasch") that Jesus rose from the dead and proved himself 

to be the true Passover Lamb whose blood removes the threat of death (cf. Ex. 12; 1 Cor. 6:6-8). 

Paschal Candles are usually very large, white, and inscribed with a cross and the Greek letters Alpha () 

and Omega () - the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet – which symbolize that Christ is eternal, 

the beginning and end (Revelation 1:8; 22:13). 

The Paschal Candle is lit every Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday to symbolize that Jesus is alive and lives 

among his people.  It is then lit for every service during the season of Easter as we continue to celebrate 

Christ’s resurrection.  The candle is also lit at Holy Baptisms and Christian funerals, reminding us of the 

believer’s new birth and resurrection to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (1 Cor 15:20).  Jesus’ resurrection is not 

legend; it really happened.  Easter is not just a holiday; it is history.  On time’s infinite line, Jesus’ 

resurrection is the punctiliar moment that defines reality for us all.  If Christ remained dead, he is a 

fraud and failure.  But Christ has indeed been raised, which means Jesus is exactly who he claimed 

to be – the Son of God, our Lord and Savior.  If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, 

ugly, rotten end of us all.  But Christ has indeed been raised, which means that “all those who 

believe in him “will be made alive” (1 Cor 15:22).  In this glorious season of Easter, let us meditate 

upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality. 

Season of Easter  

Resurrection of Our Lord March 31 Sunday  10:00 am   

Second Sunday of Easter April 7 Sunday  10:00 am  

Third Sunday of Easter April 14 Sunday  10:00 am  

Fourth Sunday of Easter April 21 Sunday  10:00 am  

Fifth Sunday of Easter April 28 Sunday  10:00 am  

Sixth Sunday of Easter May 5 Sunday  10:00 am  

Ascension of Our Lord May 9 Thursday   7:00 pm  

Seventh Sunday of Easter May 12 Sunday  10:00 am  

Day of Pentecost May 19 Sunday  10:00 am  
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