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About Our Worship Service 

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Our message is as old as God’s 

Word to mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins.  We gather for the Divine 

Service not merely for the sake of ritual or tradition.  Nor do we come to worship primarily to give 

something back to God. Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us. 

In Word and Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives us forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new life, 

and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven!  Through this same Gospel he motivates and 

equips us to follow his holy will for our lives.  We hope that you are comforted with the message 

of Jesus Christ's love as you worship with us today.  Please join us again soon! 

Visitors 

Thank you for joining us for worship!  Please read the following notes about our church.  If you 

have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.   

Our practice of closed communion: If you have not communed with us before, please read the 

note about our Lord’s Supper practices printed later in this bulletin under “Distribution.”   

Rest Rooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall. A wheelchair accessible restroom is 

located at the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel. 

Guest book: If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so 

we can have a record of your visit. 

Mother’s Room: Parents with crying children are welcome to use the mother’s room, located off 

of the narthex.  The room is equipped with speakers so parents can listen to the service. 

Chair Lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall 

on the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.  

Scripture taken from: the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.   

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

Service texts and music taken from Christian Worship. Copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission. 

Service texts and music taken from Christian Worship Supplement.  Copyright © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission. 

Front cover artwork by Ian M. Welch https://paramentics.com. Used by permission. 

Page 3 artwork courtesy of “Higher Things Ecclesiastical Art by Ed Riojas.” Used by permission 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-716460. 



 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

Sunday – January 10, 2021 

 

Jesus Appears as the Christ, the Anointed One 

The titles “Christ” and “Messiah” both mean “The Anointed One,” and they describe 

how God prepared Jesus for his mission.  At his baptism, God anointed Jesus with 

the Holy Spirit and with power and declared this son of Mary to be the Son of God – 

the one anointed to be the Savior of mankind. 

Our Lord Jesus is baptized “to fulfill all righteousness,” (Matthew 3:15) that he might be 

our substitute and bear the judgment we deserve.  At his baptism, Jesus trades places 

with us.  Our sin becomes his sin.  His righteousness becomes our righteousness.  

Jesus is the chosen One sent from the Father to release us from sin and death.  God the 

Father is well-pleased with his beloved Son and raised him from the dead.  Baptized into 

Christ, we also become God’s chosen ones whom he loves.  As we share in Christ’s 

Baptism, we also share in his resurrection unto newness of life. 



+ COMMON SERVICE + 

  

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service. 

Personal Prayer for before Worship: O Lord – our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter – we are assembled in 

your presence to hear your holy Word.  We pray that you would open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that 

through the preaching of your Word we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus, and grow daily in grace and 

holiness.  Hear us for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

Serving as liturgist and lector today is Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary student, Erik Alair. 

THE PREPARATION   

 (Job 11:13-15; Psalm 25; Isaiah 40:3-5; Hebrews 4:16)   

OPENING HYMN  709   “Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert” 

 

 



 

INVOCATION   (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14)   

* Please stand. 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS   (1 John 1:8-9)   

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.   

*  Please remain silent for reflection on God’s Word and for repentant self-examination. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 



KYRIE – LORD, HAVE MERCY   (Mark 10:47; Luke 17:12-13)  

 

 

HOLY ABSOLUTION   (John 20:19-23)  

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 

his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS – GLORY TO GOD  (Luke 2:14; John 1:29)  

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION   (Ruth 2:4;  2 Timothy 4:22) 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   (Philippians 4:6; Matthew 18:19-20)   

M: Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit.  Keep us who are baptized 

into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with him of 

everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  

*  Please be seated. 

 



THE WORD   

(Romans 10:17; Acts 2:42; 2 Timothy 3:16,17)   

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and 

the words and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit our church website to read today’s 

“About the Propers,” a weekly document explaining the changeable parts of the service.  

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 49:1-6 

*  After the reading of the Lesson: 

M: The Word of Our Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God!  

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 2 

*   The men & boys will sing the first half of the psalm verse;  the women & girls will sing the second half. 

   All will join in the refrain and the “Glory be to the Father…” 

 

All: Refrain 

 

Males: Why do the nations conspire* 

Females:  and the peoples plot in vain? 

 

The kings of the earth take their stand 

and the rulers gather together against the LORD* 

and against his Anointed One. 



Refrain 

 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 

the Lord scoffs at them. 

 

Then he rebukes them in his anger 

and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 

He said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have become your Father.” 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit,   

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 Refrain 

SECOND LESSON Acts 16:25-34 

*  After the reading of the Lesson: 

M: The Word of Our Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God!  

VERSE OF THE DAY     Mark 1:11b        (Psalm 150; Revelation 19) 

M:  Alleluia.  “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  Alleluia.   

 

*  The minister processes to the nave floor for the reading of the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence 

among us in his Word. 

 



GOSPEL OF THE DAY Mark 1:4-11 

*  Please stand.   

M: The Holy Gospel for the Baptism of Our Lord, according to St. Mark, chapter one. 

C:  Glory be to you, O Lord! 

*  After the reading of the Gospel: 

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord!   

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

*  Please be seated. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  89   “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” 

 

 



 

SERMON    Mark 1:4-11 

REMEMBRANCE OF HOLY BAPTISM 

*  Please remain seated.   

M: Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven 

connects us with Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul says: 

“Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 

we too may live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, 

we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our 

old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, 

that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been 

freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 

death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for 

all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to 

sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  

 In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our Lord. We 

solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift 

of faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 



RENUNCIATION OF THE DEVIL & CONFESSION OF FAITH 

M: I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

C: Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 

M: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

C: Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

M: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

C: Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead.  

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

M: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C: Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

M: Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and 

sacrament and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit—as long as you live? 

C: Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 

M:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth 

of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with 

his grace to life everlasting. 

C: Amen. 



OFFERTORY MUSIC  82   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

*  If you have an offering, you can place it in the box in the narthex, mail it to the church, or give online via 

the link on our church website.  Thank you for your financial support of our congregation. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH – THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD    (1 Timothy 2:1-6; Ephesians 6:18)   

*  Please remain seated. 

M:  Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus, at your baptism you revealed yourself as the obedient Son of Man, 

fulfilling all righteousness.  Your heavenly Father revealed you as his beloved Son, 

in whom he is well pleased.  The Holy Spirit revealed you as the Christ, anointed 

and armed to destroy the work of the devil. 

C:  We thank you, beloved Son of God, that you took on yourself the nature of a 

servant, became like us, and were obedient to the will of your heavenly Father. 

 

M:  Lord Jesus, eternal Word of God, you have connected your mighty Word and 

gracious promises to the water of Holy Baptism.  In Baptism you cleansed us from 

sin, redeemed us from death, and clothed us in your perfect righteousness.  We 

praise you for the promise and treasure of Baptism. 

C:  Encourage us to remember our baptisms daily as we die to sin and rise to new 

life with you. 

 *  Special prayers and intercessions. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 *  Silent Prayer. 

M:  Baptized into your name most holy,   O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  

 We claim a place, though weak and lowly,   among your saints, your chosen host, 

 Buried with Christ and dead to sin.   Your Spirit now shall live within. 

C:  All that I am and love most dearly – receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

 Let me confess my faith sincerely,   and help me your own child to be! 

 Let nothing that I am or own   serve any will but yours alone. Amen. 

 

 



LORD'S PRAYER    (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but † deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT 

(Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; 1 Corinthians 11)   

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the note printed later in this bulletin under the section 

titled “Distribution” so you may be informed about our congregation’s Holy Communion practices. 

PREFACES 

* Please stand. 

M:  The Lord be with you.     (2 Timothy 4:22;  2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

C: And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts.     (Colossians 3:1; Lamentations 3:41) 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.     (Psalm 107:1; Psalm 136) 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your 

only Son, full of grace and truth.   

 Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

SANCTUS – HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-24) 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 

my † body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”   

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my † blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

PAX DOMINI – THE PEACE OF THE LORD   (John 20:19) 

M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



AGNUS DEI – O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD   (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:7) 

 

 

 

 

 

*   Please be seated.   

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION   (1 Corinthians 11:26)     

*  Visitors, before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes: 

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and teaching 

(to be ‘in communion’ means to share and hold in common).  By eating and drinking at our Lord’s Table, 

we are not only sharing Christ’s true Body and Blood, but we are also confessing that we publicly hold in 

common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.   

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to which we 

hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all true Christians in God’s Holy 

Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints). Confirmed members of Nain and confirmed visiting 

members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod) and the ELS 

(Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune.   

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another belief, we 

ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time. We do this out of love and in accordance with 

God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11. The Pastor would be happy to speak with you if you 

have interest in communing in the future or have any other questions or concerns about our practices. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for respecting our beliefs.   

*  Communicants, when the pastor distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, 

given for you.”  When the pastor distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, 



shed for you.”  Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by 

saying, “Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the 

body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins. 

*  Children and Non-Communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing from the pastor.  

He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless you.”  Non-Communicant 

adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate to the pastor that they don’t intend to 

commune.   

 

Personal Prayer for before Holy Communion: Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table.  But 

you are the friend of sinners, and you will not cast me out.  This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon 

the tree.  This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt.  At your invitation, I come rejoicing.  

Receive me, my Savior.  Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC  736   “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” 

 294   “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 

Personal Prayer for after Holy Communion: Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this 

sacrament with your body and blood.  You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Let me always 

remain in you as a branch remains in the vine.  Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to 

your praise and glory.  Amen. 

NUNC DIMITTIS – SONG OF SIMEON  (Luke 2:29-32)     

* Please stand. 

 

 

 

 



THANKSGIVING   (Psalm 118:1)     

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER    

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 

pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 

will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day 

after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

AARONIC BENEDICTION   (Numbers 6:24-26)     

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  

C: Amen. 

*   Please be seated.   

CLOSING HYMN  737  vv 1,5   “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” 

 

 



 

 

+ + + 

Personal Prayer for after Worship: Good Shepherd, I was glad to be here, gathered with your flock to worship 

you.  Cause the Word I have heard to take root in my heart and bear fruit in my life.  Guide me in paths of 

righteousness, that my words and actions might lead others to glorify you.  In your Name, I pray.  Amen. 

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God.  The Lord be with you this week! 

Please contact Pastor Berg if you are need of any pastoral care during the week. 

Special thanks to: Seminarian Erik Alair for serving as liturgist and lector; Deb Buske for playing organ; and 

Ben Leyrer for recording video of the sermon. 

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay 

informed about all congregational news.  Several copies are available on the countertop in the narthex. 

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is 

posted on our church website.  

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.   

For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net 



 

 

 

The Paschal Candle 

Paschal, meaning "having to do with the Passover," is a word associated with Easter, 

for it was at the conclusion of the Jewish Passover Festival (the "Pasch") that Jesus 

rose from the dead and proved himself to be the true Passover Lamb whose blood 

removes the threat of death (Exodus 12; 1 Corinthians 6:6-8).   

Paschal Candles are usually very large, white, and inscribed with a cross and the 

Greek letters Alpha Omega ) – the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet 

– which symbolize that Christ is eternal, the beginning and end (Revelation 1:8; 

22:13).   

The Paschal Candle is lit every Easter morning to symbolize that Christ is alive and 

lives among his people.  It is then lit for every service during the season of Easter as 

we continue to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. The candle is also lit at Holy Baptisms 

and Christian funerals, reminding us of the believer’s new birth and resurrection to 

eternal life through Christ our Lord.  The candle was lit today as we remembered the 

Baptism of Our Lord and our baptisms into Christ. 


