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The Beginning of the End
It’s Time ro ... Invite the Unworthy

Scripture often pictures eternal life in heaven as a joyful party full of friends and family, laughter, and the finest foods. It is called the
“wedding supper of the Lamb,” which Jesus Christ - the bridegroom, enjoys with his beloved bride - his people (Revelation 19:9). The
invitation to this extraordinary meal is received by faith. But it is not offered forever. The day will come when body and soul are separated,
and those who do not believe in Jesus as their Savior will not share in his blessings. It’s the beginning of the end. Now is the time to issue
the invitation to one and all (even those considered “unworthy”) to repent and believe the good news so they too might join us at the eternal
wedding banquet in heaven!

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you invite us to trust in you for our salvation. Deal with us not in the severity of your judgment but by the greatness of
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Lesson ! Isaiah 25:6-9

“All peoples” are invited to the eternal feast of the Lord Almighty. Only the best is served, and the participants are in high spirits.
Death, tears, and persecution are things of the past. The guests praise their divine host: “We trusted in [the Lord] and he saved us ....
Let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”

Second Reading Romans 1:16-17

Many of us have, at times, been embarrassed about our faith or have hidden our Christian identity. We have yielded to the world’s
pressures and may have been ashamed of our Savior, but he is not ashamed of us. He bore our sin, guilt, and shame on the cross and
gives us his life and forgiveness. Receiving those gifts by faith, and empowered by the Spirit, we are no longer ashamed of the gospel.

We know it is God’s power for salvation of everyone who believes.

Gospel * Matthew 22:1-14

The kingdom of heaven is likened to a wedding banquet that is spread and announced by the lavish grace of God. It is free to all, and all
are eventually invited. If God invited so many, why do so few actually attend? Leave it to depraved human nature to drag its feet, to

make excuses, or to seeck admission while dressed in its own rebellion! “Many are invited, but few are chosen:”

Psalm of the Day * Psalm 84 E “Let Us Go Rejoicing”

The Church sings Psalm 84 in services that emphasize the joy of gathering in Christian congregations around the gospel in Word and
sacrament. The imagery is similar to Psalm 42 (from the first section of Sons of Krah psalms) and 63. Martin Luther said, “Psalm 84 is
a comfort psalm. It praises God’s Word grandly over everything else. It moves us to treasure God’s Word above glory, power, joy, or
desire. Why? The psalmist is clear: God’s Word gives victory, salvation, grace, glory, and all good things.”



Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 25:6
“On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples.”

Hymn of the Day 573 “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness” (Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-60)

Church Year Season * Season after Pentecost

After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping Church spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. The
Church wears green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed
lessons cover a great body of doctrine for faith and life.

Colors & Symbolism Green

Green is the color of life, refreshment, growth, and regeneration. Whereas the first half of the Church Year (the “Festival Half” or the
“Half Year of Our Lord”) focused on the life of Christ during his earthly ministry, the emphasis for the second half (the “Non-Festival
half” or the “Half Year of the Church”) shifts to the result of Christ’s work through the Word: the work of defining and creating faith,
and inspiring its fruits. The theme of the Christian’s growth in faith (like healthy green plants) fills the season.

Nain Paraments Sundays after Pentecost

Superfrontal: When Isaiah was called to be a prophet of the LORD, two seraphs (a class of angels) appeared and called out to one another,
“Holy, Holy, Holy” (Isaiah 6:3). The threefold repetition of the divine adjective emphasizes the infinite holiness of the Triune God —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Some congregations count the Sundays in this season of the Church Year as the Sundays after the festival of
the Holy Trinity, calling it the “Trinity scason,” or the “Sundays after Trinity.” That is why most paraments for this season feature
symbols of the Holy Trinity.

Lectern antependium: The equilateral triangle is one of the oldest emblems of the Holy Trinity. The three equal sides and angles
represent the equality, unity, and co-eternal nature of the three persons of the Trinity. Though they are three distinct persons, they are
of one essence as one God (Deuteronomy 6:4). The three interwoven circles represent the three members of the Trinity and emphasize
their unity and eternal nature; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are without beginning or end.

Pulpit antependium: At each point of the triangle (the significance of the triangle is explained above) is a nimbus, Latin for cloud. The
nimbus appears as a circle, or a halo. In Christian artwork, nimbi surround the head of the Father (when he is depicted as a human),
Jesus Christ, or the Holy Spirit (when he is depicted as a dove) to signify their glory and holiness. In artistic depictions of believers
(saints), nimbi are placed around their heads to show that they have been made holy by God’s grace in Christ and through faith. The
three fish in between the nimbi and that meet in the middle of the triangle signify Christians who are united to the Triune God by faith.
Fish have come to represent the followers of Jesus because believers have been brought into the ship of God’s church through the efforts

of those who proclaim Gospel (cf. “fishers of men” in Matthew 4:19).
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