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About Our Worship Service

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Our message is as old as God’s Word to
mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins. We gather for the Divine Service not
merely for the sake of ritual or tradition. Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back
to God. Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us. In Word and
Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new
life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven! Through this same gospel he motivates and equips
us to follow his holy will for our lives. We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus
Christ's love for you as you worship today. Please join us again soon!

Visitors

Thank you for joining us for worship! Please read the following notes about our congregation. If you
have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.

Our Practice of Closed Communion

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under the
section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”

Restrooms
Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall. A wheelchair accessible restroom is located at
the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel.

Guest Book
If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a record
of your visit.

Parent’s Room
Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.

Chair Lifts
Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on the
lower level but have difficulty with stairs.



Jubilate
Fourth Sunday of Easter

April 26, 2026

Easter
What Difference Does It Make?

Either Jesus is still dead, or Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus claimed he would rise from the

dead. “The Son of Man must suffer many things . . . be killed and after three days rise again”
(Mark 8:31). So if Jesus remains dead, he is both a failure and a fraud. If Christ has not been
raised, we are still in our sin. But Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! And that makes all the
difference in the world! Jesus lives! The season of Easter is a 50-day celebration of that fact.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
He Lives to Be My Good Shepherd

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally known as “Jubilate” Sunday, or “Rejoice” Sunday.
The Sunday derives its name from the Latin words of the Introit of the day (i.e. the opening
verses): “Shout praise (jubilate) to God, all the earth!” (Psalm 66:1). Today is also known in
many circles as “Good Shepherd Sunday.”

Without the resurrection of Jesus, we would have to choose our own direction in life. We
would be terrible at it, because, like sheep, we can generally see only what is in front of us at
any given moment. Like sheep, we are also naive and find ourselves in trouble. It is especially
difficult for us to look far into our future as planned by Jesus. If Christ had not risen from the
dead, we would be on our own.

But Jesus lives, and that makes all the difference! As our Good Shepherd, Jesus guides us. He
feeds us with his Word. He protects us from the roaring lion, Satan. And he is leading us to
the green pastures of eternal life in heaven. For centuries, the Christian Church has observed
this Fourth Sunday of Easter to celebrate that Jesus lives to be our Good Shepherd.



The Service
Setting One

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service.
A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.
The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal.

The Preparation

Opening Hymn 919 “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”
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Text (sts. 1-3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684; (sts. 1-3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Biichlein, Berlin, 1707; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt.
Tune: Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673, alt.  Text and tune: Public domain



Invocation (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14)

Please stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13)

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23)

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LOI‘d, Have MEI‘CY Kyrie (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13)

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. ~ Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758



Song of Praise 938 “This Is the Feast” (stanzas1- 3)
The hymn will be sung like so:

Refrain (with no introduction) ...... Stanzas 1-3 (with no refrain in between them) ...... Final Refrain
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The Word

Salutation (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6)
Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead
us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house
forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading Acts 2:42-47

The Good Shepherd’s flock grew as people devoted themselves to the apostolic teaching.

42 They continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of the bread, and to the prayers. 43 Awe came over every soul, and many wonders
and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had
everything in common. 4 They were selling their possessions and property and were
distributing the proceeds according to what anyone needed.

46 Day after day, with one mind, they were devoted to meeting in the temple area, as they
continued to break bread in their homes. They shared their food with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 as they continued praising God and being viewed favorably by all the people. Day
after day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 23 F  “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”

The Church sings Psalm 23 in services that honor Jesus as the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his

sheep. It is frequently sung at funerals, calling to mind the presence of the Lord as Christians go through
the valley of the shadow of death.
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Text: Isaac Watts, alt.  Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, ed. William Walker ~ Text and tune: Public domain



Second Reading 1 Peter 2:19-25

St. Peter calls us to follow our Shepherd and Overseer, even if it means that we suffer for doing good.

9 For this is favorable: if a person endures sorrows while suffering unjustly because he is
conscious of God. 2°For what credit is it to you if you receive a beating for sinning and
patiently endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and endure it, this is favorable with God.

2'Indeed, you were called to do this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example so that you would follow in his steps. 2> He did not commit a sin, and no deceit was
found in his mouth. 3 When he was insulted, he did not insult in return. When he suffered,
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself
carried our sins in his body on the tree so that we would be dead to sins and alive to
righteousness. By his wounds you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but
you are now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation John 10:14

Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced
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The pastor processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word



Gospel John 10:1-10

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, is the gate through which we enter the green pastures of salvation.

10 “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door, but
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one who enters by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep listen to his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. +When he has brought out all
his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The sheep follow him because they know his voice.
5 They will never follow a stranger, but will run away from him, because they do not know
the voice of strangers.” ©Jesus used this illustration in speaking to the people, but they did
not understand what he was telling them.

7So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: I am the door for the sheep. & All who
came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 21 am the
door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find
pasture.

10“A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated



Hymn of the Day 552 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877, alt.  Tune: Irish, 18th cent.  Text and tune: Public domain
Easter Acclamation

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Sermon John 10:1-10

“The Voice of the True Shepherd”



Nicene Creed Credo (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11)
Please stand

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated



Offering Collection (Proverbs 3:9-10; Matthew 6:19-34; Romans 12:1; 2 Corinthians 9:7-11; Galatians 6:6-10)

Offerings

God, who blesses us with all we gave, gives us the privilege of thanking him in many ways. One way is by
offering a portion of our income to financially support the ministry of our congregation and synod.

If you are a guest, please do not feel like you must give an offering.
We are happy to share with you the free, good news of Jesus’ gracious love for you!

If you would like to give an offering, you can place it in the collection plate when it is passed to you.
If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code on the last page of this bulletin.
Thank you for your financial support of our congregation!

Friendship Registers

You are invited to write your name in the Friendship Register - the maroon book at the end of each pew. Please
write down your name and the names of those with you, check any appropriate box, and provide your contact
information if you want the pastor to speak with you.

Prayer of the Church Good Shepherd Sunday

Let us pray.

Loving Shepherd of the sheep, fill us with contentment and confidence during this season as
we celebrate your Easter victory. You laid down your life for the sheep and then rose again
to assure us that you give us eternal life.

Good Shepherd, save us.

Strengthen our faith to follow where you lead, to the green pastures of your Word, the quiet
waters of our baptism, and the gracious table of your body and blood where our cup
overflows with your forgiving love. Guide us to find in you the gate that leads to safety and
good pastures.

Good Shepherd, lead us.

Guard and protect us from those who want to lead us astray and snatch us out of your hand.
Give us courage to fight against the devil and wisdom to recognize false teachers. Lead us to
honor and follow those you have called to shepherd your flock, the Church.

Good Shepherd, guide us.


https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567

Let your rod and your staff comfort us and all your sheep in times of sickness and sadness
and especially when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. May we find in your
redemption and your Father’s resolve the unbreakable promise that we will dwell in your
house forever.

Good Shepherd, console us.

Move us to reach out to sheep who are not yet a part of our sheep pen but whom you have
claimed as your own. Give us your passion to search for the sheep who are lost and lead us
to rejoice when they have been found.

Good Shepherd, inspire us.

Special prayers and intercessions

The Christian Church has traditionally marked May 1 as a day to remember God’s work through St. Philip
and St. James, Apostles. We will recognize this minor church year festival in our prayers today.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We thank you for all the blessings we have gained from your goodness: family and friends,
wealth and health, work and leisure. Give us wisdom to long for and cherish your more
precious gifts, your Word and sacraments, so that your goodness and love may follow us all
the days of our life.

Good Shepherd, hear us. Amen.

Please stand

The Sacrament

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this
bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices”

Prefaces (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1)

The Lord be with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his
willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection
restored everlasting life.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:

HOly, HOly, HOly Sanctus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)
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Prayer of Thanksgiving (John 1:3; Romans 8:32)

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things;
in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross
and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution Verba (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Peace of the Lord Pax Domini (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



O ChI‘iSt, Lamb of God Agnus Dei (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19)
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Please be seated
Distribution of HO]Y Communion (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42)

As he distributes the elements, the pastor says to the communicants:
The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.

The blood of Christ, poured out for you.
Amen.

As he dismisses the communicants, the pastor says:

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go T in peace.
Amen.



Our Holy Communion Practices
(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11)

Visitors
Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes:

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and
teaching. To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common. By receiving Holy
Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing that
we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to
which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in
God’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints). Confirmed members of Nain and
confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another
belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time. We do this out of love and in
accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29. The pastor would be happy
to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other questions or
concerns about our practices. Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for respecting
our beliefs.

Communicants

“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is
printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal. Prayers for before and after communing are printed on
the first page of the hymnal.

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor
distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” When he
distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”
Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying,
“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the body
and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins.

Children and Non-Communicants

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing
from the pastor. He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless
you.” Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that they
do not intend to commune.




Distribution Hymn 551 “Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep”
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1 Je - sus, shep - herd of the sheep, who  your
2 In your prom - ise firm we stand, none can
3 By your blood our souls were bought, by  your
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safe we  sleep, guard - ed still by you.
your com - mand, we will fol - low you.
feet are taught, Lord, to fol - low you.
grace is done, there to live with you.
ter - nal rest in the fold with you.

Text: Henry Cook, 1788-1868, alt.  Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804-1876 ~ Text and tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn

555 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want”
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1 The Lord’s my shep - herd, rn not want; he
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lead - eth me the qui et wa - ters by
right - eous - ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.
and thy rod and staff me com - fort still.
oil a - noint, and my cup o ver flows.
ev er - more my dwell - ing - place shall be.

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650  Tune: William Gardiner, 1770-1853  Text and tune: Public domain



Post-Communion Canticle 968 “In Peace, Lord, You Let Your Servant” Nunc Dimittis

Please stand as the canticle is introduced
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Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.  Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923-1993 ~ Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
Thanksgiving (Psalm 18:1)

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Proclamation (1 Corinthians 11:26)

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



Post-Communion Prayer

(Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11)

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

Amen.

Please be seated

(Numbers 6:24-26)

926 “Lead Me, Lord”

Hymn of the Day
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Text: Psalm 4:8; 5:8  Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876  Text and tune: Public domain
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A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal.
If you haven't done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave.

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God. The Lord be with you this week!

Special thanks to:
Joel Schwartz for playing organ... Mark Buske for serving as distribution assistant...
Michael Kraft for serving as usher... Ben Leyrer for operating the A/V equipment for the live stream...
and the Campbell family for making the rough cross we display during the seasons of Lent and Easter.

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words
and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this
Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service.

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay
informed about all congregational news. Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex.

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is
also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV*®)
© 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. www.wartburgproject.org
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Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

Psalm introduction from Christian Worship: Psalter
© 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission.

Front and back cover artwork by Ian M. Welch https://paramentics.com. Used by permission.

Page 3 artwork courtesy of Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net # 726758.
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/ The Paschal Candle \

Paschal, meaning "having to do with the Passover," is a word associated with Easter. It was at the
conclusion of the Jewish Passover Festival (sometimes referred to as the "Pasch”) that Jesus rose from
the dead and proved himselfto be the true Passover Lamb whose blood removes the threat of death
(¢f- Exodus 12; 1 Corinthians 6:6-8).

Paschal Candles are usually very large, white, and inscribed with a cross. They are also inscribed with
the Greek letters Alpha (A) and Omega (£2) - the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet — which
symbolize that Christ is eternal, the beginning and end (Revelation 1:8; 22:13).

The Paschal Candle is lit every Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday to symbolize that Jesus is risen from
the dead and lives among his people never to die again. It is then lit for every service during the season
of Easter as believers continue to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.

The candle is also lit at Holy Baptisms and Christian funerals, reminding us of the believer’s new birth
and resurrection to eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord.




