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About Our Worship Service

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Our message is as old as God’s Word to
mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins. We gather for the Divine Service not
merely for the sake of ritual or tradition. Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back
to God. Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us. In Word and
Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new
life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven! Through this same gospel he motivates and equips
us to follow his holy will for our lives. We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus
Christ's love for you as you worship today. Please join us again soon!

Visitors

Thank you for joining us for worship! Please read the following notes about our congregation. If you
have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.

Our Practice of Closed Communion

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under
the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”

Restrooms

Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall. A wheelchair accessible restroom is located
at the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel.

Guest Book

If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a
record of your visit.

Parent’s Room
Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.
Chair Lifts

Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on
the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.



Reformation Sunday

October 26, 2025

Season after Pentecost

Cause / Effect

“Every why hath a wherefore.” That was Shakespeare’s poetic way of saying that very little
happens by chance. Generally there is an agent behind an action. There is cause and effect.
And to navigate life well, it is vital we understand both.

We are nearing the end of the Church Year. This past year, we have reviewed Jesus’ life and
teaching. The Scripture readings in these final weeks recall some of the major themes that are
woven throughout the Church Year. In this final series we will be looking at those themes
with the understanding that “every why hath a wherefore.” We conclude the year by talking
about cause and effect in God’s kingdom.

Reformation Sunday
Truth / Freedom

Many people believe that freedom means being able to do whatever you want. Jesus says that
is absolutely false. “If you remain in my word, you are really my disciples. You will also know
the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31,32). Jesus says that living however you
want does not make you free. In fact, if you take that attitude toward life you will end up a
slave. You will only be free—spiritually, emotionally, eternally—“If you remain in my word”
and therefore “know the truth.” Truth is the cause that effects freedom.

A key principle Martin Luther established through the Reformation is sola scriptura, Scripture
alone. Who or what is the final arbiter of the truth that provides freedom? Scripture alone.
Heirs of the Reformation still bind themselves to Scripture. Does restricting ourselves in this
manner curtail freedom? Just the opposite is true. God’s truth brings freedom from slavery to
sinful delusions and the burden of guilt. This week we celebrate this cause and effect—the
truth sets us free!



The Service
Setting One

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service.
A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.
The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal.
There will be no pre-service announcements.

Our worship begins with the tolling of the bells, followed by the opening hymn.

The Preparation

Tolling of the Bells
Opening Hymn 878 “Christ Alone the World’s Redeemer”
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Please stand for the last stanza and direct your attention to the processional cross as it is brought to the chancel
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Invocation (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14)

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Confession (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13)

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23)

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LOI‘d, Have Mercy Kyrie (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13)

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory be to God  Gloria in Excelsis

(Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Acts 7:56)
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The Word

Salutation (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6)
Let us pray.

Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them
against all their enemies, and bestow on the church your saving peace; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34

The truth of God’s new covenant of grace transforms our hearts so we freely and gladly follow God'’s will.

3t Yes, the days are coming, declares the LORD,
when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers,
when I took them by the hand
and led them out of the land of Egypt.
They broke that covenant of mine,
although I was a husband to them, declares the LORD.
33 But this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
declares the LORD.
[ will put my law in their minds,
and I will write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be my people.



34+ No longer will each one teach his neighbor,
or each one teach his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,”
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD,
for I will forgive their guilt,
and I will remember their sins no more.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 46 B “God Is Our Refuge and Strength”

The Church sings Psalm 46 in services that celebrate the power of the Lord in the face of every evil attack.
It inspired the hymn “A Mighty Fortress” by Martin Luther. He said, “We sing Psalm 46 to praise the only
true God for being with us. He wonderfully upholds his Word and Christendom against the very gates of
hell, against the rage of every demon, the world, the flesh, sin, and death. Our little spring is a free-
flowing source of living water.”

Refrain
efra Cantor/choir
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the God of Ja - cob is our strong - hold.

God is our ref- / uge and strength,
an ever-present help in / trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the / earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart / of the sea,
though its waters / roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their / surging.



Refrain

There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- / y of God,
the holy place where the Most / High dwells.

God is within her, she / will not fall;
God will help her at / break of day.

Nations are in uproar, / kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the / earth melts.

Refrain

Come and see what the / LORD has done,

the desolations he has brought / on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the ends / of the earth.

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the / shields with fire.
He says, “Be still, and know that / I am God;

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted / in the earth.”

Refrain
Text: Book of Common Prayer, 1979 ~ Tune: David M. Cherwien  Setting: David M. Cherwien  Text: Public domain (refrain)
Music: © 1988 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
Second Reading Galatians 5:1-6

St. Paul encourages us to stand firm in the freedom that we receive in the truth about Jesus Christ.

5 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not allow anyone
to put the yoke of slavery on you again. 2Look, I, Paul, tell you that if you allow yourselves
to be circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 31 testify again to every man who
allows himself to be circumcised that he is obligated to do the whole law. 4You who are
trying to be declared righteous by the law are completely separated from Christ. You have
fallen from grace.

5Indeed, through the Spirit, we by faith are eagerly waiting for the sure hope of
righteousness. ¢ For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters.
Rather, it is faith working through love that matters.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced

Gospel Acclamation John 8:31,32
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Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758

The pastor processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word

Gospel John 8:31-36
The truth of the gospel sets us free.

31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my word, you are
really my disciples. 3> You will also know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

33 “We are Abraham’s descendants,” they answered, “and we have never been slaves of

anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be set free’?”

34Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, [ tell you: Everyone who keeps committing sin is a slave
to sin. 35But a slave does not remain in the family forever. A son does remain forever. 3°So

if the Son sets you free, you really will be free.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, O Christ!
Please be seated



Hymn of the Day

864 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
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Sermon John 8:31-36 “Yes, You Really Are Free!”

Nicene Creed Credo (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11)
Please stand

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated



Offering Collection

(Proverbs 3:9-10; Matthew 6:19-34; Romans 12:1; 2 Corinthians 9:7-11; Galatians 6:6-10)
Offerings

God, who blesses us with all we gave, gives us the privilege of thanking him in many ways. One way is
by offering a portion of our income to financially support the ministry of our congregation and synod.

If you are a guest, please do not feel like you must give an offering.
We are happy to share with you the free, good news of Jesus’ gracious love for you!

If you would like to give an offering, you can place it in the collection plate when it is passed to you.
If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code on the last page of this bulletin.
Thank you for your financial support of our congregation!

Friendship Registers

You are invited to write your name in the Friendship Register - the maroon book at the end of each pew.
Please write down your name and the names of those with you, check any appropriate box, and provide

your contact information if you want the pastor to speak with you.

Prayer of the Church Reformation
Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, when the set time had come, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, to take our place under the demands of the law and endure the just punishment for
our sins. You raised him from death in glorious splendor and for his sake, you richly and
daily forgive sins.

Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits.

When the set time had come, you poured out your Spirit on your people and called them to
proclaim the gospel to every creature. Equipped and encouraged, they carried the story of
salvation to all the world.

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice.

When the set time had come, you raised up your servant Martin Luther to destroy the idols
of the medieval age and to restore the pure teaching of the Scriptures. You granted power
and success to the proclamation of the gospel, and your holy Church grew and prospered
throughout the world.

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.


https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567

When the set time had come, you made our fathers bold to take their stand on the truth of
your Word. Guided by your Spirit, they joined hands and hearts under a shared confession
and with a determined resolve to work together in the ministry. You have blessed their sons
and daughters and enabled us to preserve and proclaim the saving gospel of your Son.

Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world.

Let this be the time when you renew us again by Word and Sacrament, when you reform our
hearts and minds, and when you restore to us the joy of fellowship and service. Grant to us
in this age and in this place the courage of the apostles, the steadfastness of the reformers,
and the dedication of the fathers of our church’s past.

May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us or
forsake us.

Let this be a time to imitate the kind-hearted souls in our church who served the sick, helped
the disabled, cared for the abandoned, and comforted the dying. Provide occasions to serve
them and times to pray for them. Keep all your children in your powerful and gracious care.
As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong
to the family of believers.

Let this be a time when we recommit ourselves to the ministry of the gospel of your Son. Let
us find joy in our unity, zeal for our work, and, if it is your will, success in our labor. And
give us faith to take up again the trumpet none can silence or mistake and grant us courage
to proclaim once more for all the world to hear: The feast is ready! Come to the feast!

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your
ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.

Special prayers and intercessions

The Christian Church has traditionally marked October 28 to remember God’s work through St. Simon
and St. Jude, Apostles. We will recognize this minor church year festival in our prayers today.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Let this time and all our times be used to give thanks for your grace in Christ and to praise
you for calling us into your mission to save.

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love and establish the work of our
hands. Amen.

Please stand



The Sacrament

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this
bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices”
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We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

(2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1)
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in
blessing his saints of the past has given us assurance and hope that, following their example,
we may run the race marked out for us and receive the crown of glory that will never fade

away.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and

join their glorious song:



HOly, HOly, HOly Sanctus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)
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Prayer of Thanksgiving (John 1:3; Romans 8:32)

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things;
in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross
and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution Verba (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Peace of the Lord Pax Domini (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.



(0) ChI‘iSt, Lamb of God Agnus Dei (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19)
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Please be seated
Distribution of Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42)

As he distributes the elements, the pastor says to the communicants:
The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.

The blood of Christ, poured out for you.
Amen.

As he dismisses the communicants, the pastor says:

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go - in peace.
Amen.



Our Holy Communion Practices
(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11)

Visitors
Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes:

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and
teaching. To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common. By receiving Holy
Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing that
we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to
which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in
God’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints). Confirmed members of Nain and
confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another
belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time. We do this out of love and in
accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29. The pastor would be happy
to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other questions or
concerns about our practices. Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for respecting
our beliefs.

Communicants

“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is
printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal. Prayers for before and after communing are printed on
the first page of the hymnal.

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor
distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” When he
distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”
Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying,
“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the body
and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins.

Children and Non-Communicants

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing
from the pastor. He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless
you.” Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that they
do not intend to commune.




Distribution Hymn

707 “Cling Tightly to the Word of God”
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3 For just as God raised up his Son from death by
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his great might, so too, in Christ, we now may live as
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truth that sets vyou free, the truth that sets you free.
washed your sins a - way, that washed your sins a - way.
chil - dren  of the light, as chil - dren of the light.
Christ, the peace of God, of Christ, the peace of God.
5 Know that his body and his blood

will feed your hungry soul

like manna in life’s wilderness,

until you reach your goal,
until you reach your goal.

Now fix your eyes on Jesus Christ;

“Come, follow me,” says he.

“Deny yourself, take up your cross;

come, lose your life for me,

come, lose your life for me.”

Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955  Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940-2021
Text: © 2005 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
Tune: © 2005 Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758



Distribution Hymn

855 “The Church’s One Foundation”
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;

One ho - ly name she bless - es, par-takes one ho - ly food,
Tho' there be those that hate her and strive to see her fail,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up,“How long?”
till  with the vi - sion glo - rious her long - ing eyes are blest,
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Text: Samuel ]. Stone, 1839-1900, abr., alt.

rious shall
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own blood he bought her, and

for her life he died.
ev - ry grace en-dued.
ev - er shall pre - vail.
be the morn of song.
be the Church at rest.

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876 ~ Text and tune: Public domain



In Peace, Lord, You Let Your Servant (CW 968) Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2:29-32)

Please stand as the canticle is introduced
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Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.  Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923-1993  Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
Thanksgiving (Psalm 118:1)

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Proclamation (1 Corinthians 11:26)

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



Post-Communion Prayer (Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11)

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing (Numbers 6:24-26)

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and -t give you peace.

Amen.

Please remain standing for the first stanza and direct your attention to the processional cross as it is brought

out of the nave

Closing Hymn 874 “Preserve Your Word, O Savior”
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har - bor in your e - ter - nal light.

Text: Andreas Gryphius, 1616-1664, abr.; tr. William J. Schaefer, 1891-1976, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758  Tune: Public domain

+ + +

Tune: Leonhart Schréter, c. 1532-c. 1601



A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal.
If you haven't done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave.

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God. The Lord be with you this week!

Special thanks to:
Linda Loeffel for playing organ... Mark Buske for serving as crucifer and distribution assistant...
Jerry Loeffel for serving as usher... Peter Hermanson for operating the A/V equipment for the live stream...
and Lois Buske for serving on Altar Duty.

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words
and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this
Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service.

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay
informed about all congregational news. Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex.

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is
also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version ™ (EHV ™)
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