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About Our Worship Service

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Our message is as old as God’s Word to
mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins. We gather for the Divine Service not
merely for the sake of ritual or tradition. Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back
to God. Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us. In Word and
Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new
life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven! Through this same gospel he motivates and equips
us to follow his holy will for our lives. We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus
Christ's love for you as you worship today. Please join us again soon!

Visitors

Thank you for joining us for worship! Please read the following notes about our congregation. If you
have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.

Our Practice of Closed Communion

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under
the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”

Restrooms

Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall. A wheelchair accessible restroom is located
at the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel.

Guest Book

If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a
record of your visit.

Parent’s Room
Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.
Chair Lifts

Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on
the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.



Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 17

August 31, 2025

Season after Pentecost
Wounds That Heal

Not all wounds are bad. For example, the result of a skilled doctor performing a successful
surgery is not harm but healing. In the same way, words can wound. Words can “cut to the
heart.” Sometimes, however, those painful words provide the very healing we need.

Jesus often taught things that were difficult to hear. As we read the Bible, we might find it
difficult to accept everything that Jesus said. Yet, to ignore what Jesus teaches is to court
eternal death. Hard as it may be, let us listen and take all that Jesus says to heart. For while
Jesus speaks words that wound us, his intent is to heal our very soul.

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Those Who Exalt Themselves Will Be Humbled

Everyone knows that humility is a positive trait, and pride is a negative one. So, why bother
talking about what we already know? Because in spite of that knowledge, we still helplessly
fall into the trap of pride. We all desire acclaim, recognition, and praise. Jesus’ sharp words
this week teach us that seeking exaltation in futile and fleeing ways will only result in receiving
the opposite. Those who attempt to exalt themselves will eventually be humbled by God. In
contrast, Jesus promises that those who leave their exaltation to God will receive honor and
glory far greater than any that can be awarded in this life. Our exaltation does not need to be
our responsibility, because Jesus has already made it his.



The Service
Setting Four

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service.
A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.
The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal.

Opening Hymn

The Preparation

767 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”
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Please stand
Invocation (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14)

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13)

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.



But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23)

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LOI'd, Have Mercy Kyrle (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13)

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758

Glory to God in the Highest  Gloria in Excelsis
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(Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Acts 7:56)

I — | | I ) I
| | [ Il | | | — Il y 3
P o o () o o | — | | = PN
ANV | | | e b b v b | | I i ‘ & e A
DI - 4 o @

Glo-ry to God in the high - est and peace to his peo - ple on earth.
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer
Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758



The Word

Salutation (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6)

Let us pray.

O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example of your Son in
true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and
minds avoid ungodly pride; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated

First Reading Proverbs 25:6-7a

Solomon provides common sense about humility and pride.

¢ Do not honor yourself in a king’s presence.
Do not stand in a place reserved for great people,
7 because it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than for you to be humiliated before a ruler.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 12 A “Light Dawns in the Darkness”

The Church sings Psalm 112 in services that encourage insightful living based on knowing what God has
declared us to be.

Refrain
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Blessed are those who / fear the LORD,

who find great delight in / his commands.
Wealth and riches are in their / houses,

and their righteousness endures for- / ever.

Refrain

Surely the righteous will never be / shaken;
they will be remembered for- / ever.
Their hearts are secure, they will / have no fear;
in the end they will look in triumph / on their foes.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,

as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen.

Refrain

Text: The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Tune: Kevin Hildebrand
Text: © 2001 Crossway (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
Music: © 2010 Kevin Hildebrand. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758



Second Reading James 2:1-13

James teaches that showing favoritism to those we think can provide us with upward mobility shows a lack
of mercy and puts us at risk of God’s judgment.

2 My brothers, have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ without showing favoritism.
2 For example, suppose a man enters your worship assembly wearing gold rings and fine
clothing, and a poor man also enters wearing filthy clothing. 3If you look with favor on the
man wearing fine clothing and say, “Sit here in this good place,” but you tell the poor man,
“Stand over there” or “Sit down here at my feet,” 4 have you not made a distinction among
yourselves and become judges with evil opinions? 5 Listen, my dear brothers, has not God
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom,
which he promised to those who love him? ¢ But you dishonored the poor man. Don’t the
rich oppress you, and don’t they drag you into court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who blaspheme
the noble name that was pronounced over you? 8However, if you really fulfill the royal law
according to the Scripture: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.
9 But if you show favoritism, you are committing a sin, since you are convicted by this law as
transgressors.

1 In fact, whoever keeps the whole law but stumbles in one point has become guilty of
breaking all of it. " For the one who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not
commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do commit murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law. 2So speak and act as those who are going to be judged by
the law of freedom. 3 For there will be judgment without mercy on the one who has not
shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced



Gospel Acclamation
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Luke 14:11

Tune: © 2002, 2021 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758

The pastor processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word



Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14

Jesus teaches some ways to demonstrate humility and promises that those who humble themselves will be
exalted.

14 One Sabbath day, when Jesus went into the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat
bread, they were watching him closely.

7When he noticed how they were selecting the places of honor, he told the invited

guests a parable. 8

‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not recline
in the place of honor, or perhaps someone more distinguished than you may have been
invited by him. °The one who invited both of you may come and tell you, ‘Give this man

your place.” Then you will begin, with shame, to take the lowest place.

©“But when you are invited, go and recline in the lowest place, so that when the one
who invited you comes, he will tell you, ‘Friend, move up to a higher place.” Then you will
have honor in the presence of all who are reclining at the table with you.

1“Yes, everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will
be exalted.”

2 He also said to the one who had invited him, “When you make a dinner or a supper, do
not invite your friends, or your brothers, or your relatives, or rich neighbors, so that perhaps
they may also return the favor and pay you back.

3 “But when you make a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 4 and
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. Certainly, you will be repaid in the
resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated



Hymn of the Day

729 “Son of God, Eternal Savior”
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Sermon Luke 14:1,7-14 “You Have a Place at the Table”



Nicene Creed Credo (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11)
Please stand

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated



/ Offering Collection \

Offerings

If you are a guest, please do not feel like you must give an offering.
We are happy to share with you the free, good news of Jesus’ gracious love for you!

If you would like to give an offering, you can place it in the collection plate when it is passed to you.
If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code on the last page of this bulletin.
Thank you for your financial support of our congregation!

Friendship Registers

You are invited to write your name in the Friendship Register - the maroon book at the end of each pew.

Please write down your name and the names of those with you, check any appropriate box, and provide
kyour contact information if you want the pastor to speak with you. /

Prayer of the Church (Matthew 18:19,20; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Timothy 2:1-4)

Let us pray.
Special prayers and intercessions

The Christian Church has traditionally marked August 29 as a day to remember the Martyrdom of St.
John the Baptist. We will recognize this minor church year festival in our prayers today.

After the prayer, please stand at the direction of the pastor


https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567

The Sacrament

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this
bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices”

Prefaces (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1)
The Lord be with you.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to
shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:



HOly, HOly, HOly Sanctus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)
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Prayer of Thanksgiving (John 1:3; Romans 8:32)

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us
from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the
true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution Verba (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Peace of the Lord Pax Domini (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.



O Christ, Lamb of God  Agnus Dei

(John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19)
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Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Please be seated

Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758




Distribution Hymn 669 “In This Holy, Blest Communion”
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Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963  Tune: Welsh
Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758  Tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn 766 “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text: © 1988 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758  Tune: Public domain



Our Holy Communion Practices
(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11)

Visitors
Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes:

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and
teaching. To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common. By receiving Holy
Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing that
we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to
which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in
God’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints). Confirmed members of Nain and
confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another
belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time. We do this out of love and in
accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29. The pastor would be happy
to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other questions or
concerns about our practices. Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for respecting
our beliefs.

Communicants

“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is
printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal. Prayers for before and after communing are printed on
the first page of the hymnal.

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor
distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” When he
distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”
Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying,
“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the body
and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins.

Children and Non-Communicants

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing
from the pastor. He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless
you.” Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that they
do not intend to commune.




Distribution of HOly Communion (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42)

As he distributes the elements, the pastor says to the communicants:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen.

The blood of Christ, poured out for you.
Amen.
As he dismisses the communicants, the pastor says:

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go - in peace.
Amen.

O Taste and See (Cw 965) (Psalm 34:8; 119:89,90)

Please stand as the canticle is introduced
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Lord is good. Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge in him.

Text:n/a  Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer, b. 1949  Text: Public domain
Tune: © 2006 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758



Thanksgiving (Psalm u8:1)

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,;

his mercy endures forever.

Proclamation (1 Corinthians 11:26)

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Post-Communion Prayer (Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11)

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing (Numbers 6:24-26)

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.

Amen.

Please be seated



Closing Hymn 737 “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007  Tune: The Whole Book of Psalmes, London, 1562
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758  Tune: Public domain
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A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal.
If you haven't done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave.

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God. The Lord be with you this week!

Special thanks to:
Sarah Bortulin for playing organ... Aaron Palmer for serving as distribution assistant...
Kyle Peterson for serving as usher... Peter Hermanson for operating the A/V equipment for the live stream...
and Joan Vitense for serving on Altar Duty.

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words
and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this

Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service.

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay
informed about all congregational news. Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex.

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is

also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version ™ (EHV ™)
© 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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