ABOUT THE PROPERS
An Explanation of the Variable Parts of the Divine Service
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Day of Pentecost
June 8, 2025

“Because He Lives”

Christ Sends Us His Spirit

Jesus ascended into heaven. That does not mean the gospel has ceased to spread around the world. For Jesus promised to send another
advocate to represent God to the world: the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the constant companion of believers in these Last Days. We conclude

this worship series with this glorious thought: because he lives, Christ sends us his Spirit.

First Reading * Genesis 11:1-9

The self-glorifying pride of sinful hearts can be seen in the account of the Tower of Babel. The one language of creation was misused as a
tool to keep people unified in idolatrous work. Language and tongues are confused in order to bring people to carry out the will of the
Lord and fill the earth. At the same time, language and tongue would set apart the nation of Israel, limiting the proclamation of the
Messianic promise through God’s people. Centuries later, the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit brings about not only a reversal of Babel
but proclamation of the promise fulfilled to the nations.

Second Reading’ Acts 2:1-21

The Christ-promised coming of the Holy Spirit reverses the confusion of Babel as the disciples are given the gift of speaking in tongues.
In a rush of wind and with tongues of flame the prophecy of Joel is fulfilled. The timidity of the Twelve dissolves in fiery witnessing to

the Truth. What began in the streets of Jerusalem, is even now carried to the ends of the earth.

Gospel ° John 14:23-27

Jesus continues to prepare the disciples for his visible departure. The new command to love one another also means loving him and his
Word. Loving Jesus means obeying his teaching. We do not fear at the thought of this impossible task. The gift of the Spirit comes to
bring knowledge and peace. With untroubled hearts, we believe.

Psalm of the Day * Psalm 104 A “LORD, Send Out Your Spirit”

The Church sings Psalm 104 in services that emphasize the work of the Holy Spirit. It focuses especially on the work of creation.
Martin Luther said, “Psalm 104 is a psalm of thanksgiving for things besides human beings that God has created in the heavens and on
the earth. The psalmist recounts how delightful and orderly all of God’s creation is, evoking pleasure and joy. But who pays attention or

even notices? Only faith and the spirit.”

Gospel Acclamation Antiphon for Pentecost

“Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in them the fire of your love.”

Prayer of the Day
Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace. Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love

that in a true and living faith we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one

God, now and forever. Amen.



Hymn of the Day 585 “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” (German hymn, 15" cent; Martin Luther, 1483-1546)

The hymn is a prayer inviting the Holy Spirit, as God and Lord, to come and fulfill his role as sanctifier. It was originally a Latin chant
from the 11th century used at the Vespers of the Vigil of Pentecost. Martin Luther was familiar with a German version of the chant and
was so moved by its content and tune that he remarked that the hymn must have been written by the Spirit Himself. Luther added two

stanzas to the one of the chant to give us what we have today.

Church Year Season ! Easter

After forty days of repentance and prayer, the Church bursts forth in jubilant praise at the Resurrection of our Lord. The alleluias and
glorias which were muted for Lent ring out again as the Bride of Christ welcomes her Bridegroom back from the dead. Easter is as the
pinnacle of the Church Year, the oldest festival and season celebrated by the worshipping Church. For a full week-of-weeks (49 days) the
Church celebrates the resurrection of Christ on the Sundays of Easter which culminate on the 50th day, Pentecost.

Colors & Symbolism Red

Red, the color of fire, is the color for the Festival of Pentecost. It signifies the appearance of what looked like tongues of fire over them
when the Holy Spirit descended at the first Pentecost. The color red is also used for festivals of renewal in the Holy Spirit, such as
Reformation, missions, and ordination. The color also reminds us of the blood of the martyrs — the believers of every generation who by

the power of the Holy Spirit hold firm to the true faith even at the cost of their lives.

Minor Festivals St. Barnabas, Apostle (June 11)

Joseph, known to the apostles as “Barnabas,” was a Levite from Cyprus. He was an early convert to Christianity and supporter of the
apostles (Acts 4:36). Luke described him as “a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith” (Acts 11:24). Barnabas vouched for Saul
(later known as Paul, the apostle) when Saul came to Jerusalem to meet the other apostles for the first time after Jesus converted him.
Barnabas later became a coworker with Paul and companion on his First Missionary journey (Acts 13:4 — 14:28). Though Paul and

Barnabas later parted ways (Acts 15:36-41), Paul spoke well of him in his epistles (e.g. 1 Corinthians 9:6; Galatians 2:11-13).

Traditions & Customs The Paschal Candle

Paschal, meaning "having to do with the Passover," is a word associated with Easter. It was at the conclusion of the Jewish Passover
Festival (the "Pasch") that Jesus rose from the dead and proved himself to be the true Passover Lamb whose blood removes sin and death
(Ex 12; 1 Cor 6:6-8). The candle is lit for services during Easter to symbolize that Christ is alive and lives among us. The candle is also

lit for Baptisms and funerals, reminding us of our resurrection to eternal life.

Nain Paraments Day of Pentecost

Superfrontal: The Holy Spirit is often represented as a dove, recalling Jesus’ baptism when the Spirit descended from heaven “like a
dove” (Matthew 3:16). The dove also reminds us of the Coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, when the apostles where
baptized with the Spirit and with fire. The flames represent the tongues of fire that rested on the Apostles on Pentecost Sunday as they
were “filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4). To the left and right are the letters Alpha (A) and Omega (Q2), the first and last letters of the
Greek alphabet. These two letters symbolize Jesus Christ, our eternal Lord and Savior, who is the first and the last, the beginning and
the end (Revelation 22:13).

Lectern antependium: The shell with drops of water represents Holy Baptism. Ancient pictures of Jesus’ baptism show John the
Baptist pouring water from a shell upon Jesus’ head as he stood in the waters of the Jordan River. Nothing in the Bible is said about
John using a shell to apply water on Jesus, but the picture of a shell has long since been used in the Church to symbolize this sacrament

of initiation into God’s Church. In some churches today baptisms are performed by pouring water from a shell.

Pulpit antependium: The book in front of the cross represents God’s Word in the Holy Bible. The main content of Holy Scripture is
the good news of forgiveness of sins through the death of Jesus Christ, our Savior (John 20:31; 1Corinthians 1:23). The significance of
the Greek letters Alpha (A) and Omega (Q) is explained above in the description of the superfrontal.
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