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About Our Worship Service

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Our message is as old as God’s Word to
mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins. We gather for the Divine Service not
merely for the sake of ritual or tradition. Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back
to God. Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us. In Word and
Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new
life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven! Through this same gospel he motivates and equips
us to follow his holy will for our lives. We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus
Christ's love for you as you worship today. Please join us again soon!

Visitors

Thank you for joining us for worship! Please read the following notes about our congregation. If you
have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.

Our Practice of Closed Communion

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under
the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”

Restrooms

Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall. A wheelchair accessible restroom is located
at the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel.

Guest Book

If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a
record of your visit.

Parent’s Room
Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.
Chair Lifts

Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on
the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.



Misericordias Domini

Third Sunday of Easter

May 4, 2025
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Easter

Because He Lives

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is not fairytale or fable. It is a historic fact that a real man
named Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead, outside of Jerusalem, around 2,000 years ago.
However, we do ourselves a disservice if we simply recall the historic details of that first Easter
Sunday without thinking about their significance. So, what does Jesus’ resurrection from the
dead mean for us Christians? It will be our privilege and pleasure to use the fifty days of Easter
to ponder the many blessings God gives to us through Jesus because he lives.

Third Sunday of Easter
We Can See Things Clearly

The Third Sunday of Easter is traditionally known as “Misericordias Domini” Sunday. The
Sunday derives its name from the Latin words of the Introit (i.e. the opening verses) of the
day: “The mercy (misericordias) of the LORD (Domini) fills the earth” (Psalm 33:5b).

Scripture often uses the concept of blindness as a metaphor for how hard it is to navigate life
without a correct understanding of Christ. Spiritual blindness can take many different forms.
In some cases, it is hostile opposition to the message of Jesus. In others, spiritual blindness
might be demonstrated in confusion about Jesus’ true identity. In still others, spiritual
blindness might be the inability to understand our spiritual condition.

No matter the form spiritual blindness takes, Easter has the power to replace it with sight.
Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead allows us to see where we sinners stand with a holy
God. It gives us the ability to see who holds our future in his hands and who is worth our
eternal worship. Because he lives, we can see things clearly.



The Service
Setting One

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service.
A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.
The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal.

The Preparation

Opening Hymn 629 w1-3 “O God from God, O Light from Light”
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Text: John Julian, 1839-1913, abr., alt.  Tune: Johann Storl’s . .. Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, Stuttgart, 1744  Text and tune: Public domain
Please stand
Invocation

(Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14)

In the name of the Father and of the -- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13)

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Absolution (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23)

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LOI'd, Have Mercy Kyrle (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13)

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. ~ Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758



This Is the Feast (cw 938) (Revelation 5:6-14; 11:15-17; 19:6-9)

The hymn will be sung like so: Refrain, Verse 1, Verse 2, Verse 5 (no refrain in between the verses), Final Refrain
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The Word

Salutation (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6)
Let us pray.

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of
death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope
of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading Acts 9:1-22

To get his attention, Jesus struck Saul blind. Then he not only restored Saul’s physical sight but also gave
Saul spiritual sight. Saul was given faith in the One who had risen from the dead.

9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the disciples of the
Lord. He went to the high priest >and asked him for letters to the synagogues of Damascus,
so that if he found any men or women belonging to the Way, he might bring them to

Jerusalem as prisoners.

3 As he went on his way and was approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?”

5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?”

He replied, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. °But get up and go into the city, and
you will be told what you need to do.”

7The men traveling with him stood there speechless. They heard the voice but did not

see anyone.



8 They raised Saul up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes, he could not see
anything. They took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9 For three days he could
not see, and he did not eat or drink.

© There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias!”

He answered, “Here I am, Lord.”

1 The Lord told him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of
Judas ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. In fact, at this very moment he is praying. ?In
a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he can
regain his sight.”

3 Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many people about this man and how
much harm he did to your saints in Jerusalem. 4 And he has authority here from the chief
priests to arrest all who call on your name.”

15 The Lord said to him, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before
the Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel. *° Indeed, I will show him how much he
must suffer for my name.”

'7 Ananias left and entered the house. Laying his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus, whom you saw on your way here, has sent me so that you may see again and
be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

18 Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he could see again. He got
up and was baptized. ' And after taking some food, he regained his strength.

Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several days. 2°Immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

2 All who heard him were amazed and said, “Isn’t this the one who raised havoc in
Jerusalem among those who call on this name? Didn’t he come here for this very purpose: to
bring them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 2>But Saul continued to get stronger and kept
confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 30 C  “I Will Praise”

The Church sings Psalm 30 in services that celebrate God rescuing us, whether that is from unbelief,
sickness, suffering, hardship, or death. The heading connects the psalm to the dedication of the temple,
and Jesus connects the temple to his resurrection from the dead (John 2:19-32).
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I will exalt you, LORD, for you lifted me out / of the depths;
you spared me from going down / to the pit.
Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful / people;
praise his / holy name.

For his anger lasts only a / moment,
but his favor lasts a / lifetime;
weeping may stay / for the night,
but rejoicing comes in the / morning.

Refrain

To you, / LORD, I called;
to the Lord I cried for / mercy:
“Hear, LORD, and be merci- / ful to me;
LORD, / be my help.”



You turned my wailing into / dancing;
you removed my sackcloth and clothed / me with joy,
that my heart may sing your praises and not be / silent.
LORD my God, I will praise you for- / ever.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen.

Refrain
Text: Lectionary for Mass ~ Tune: Kathleen Harmon  Setting: Kathleen Harmon
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
Music: © 2013, 2014 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
Second Reading Revelation 5:11-14

While in exile on the island of Patmos, St. John was given special sight, the ability to see the sacrificial
Lamb who is worthy of our worship and praise.

" And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels who were around the throne and
around the living creatures and the elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands upon thousands. > With a loud voice they were saying:

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive
power and riches and

wisdom and strength and

honor and glory and blessing.

BT also heard every creature that is in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on
the sea, and all that is in them, saying:

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever.

4 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders bowed down and worshipped.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced



Gospel Acclamation 2 Timothy 1:10
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The minister processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word

Gospel John 21:1-14

Many of the disciples first met Jesus while fishing near the Sea of Galilee. At the time they were spiritually
blind, not realizing who Jesus was. The resurrected Jesus now appears again to these disciples while they
are fishing, and this time they see him clearly through eyes of faith.

21 After this, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. This is
how he showed himself: > Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael from Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to

them, “I'm going fishing.”
They replied, “We’ll go with you.”

They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4Early in the
morning, Jesus was standing on the shore, but the disciples did not know it was Jesus.

5]Jesus called to them, “Boys, don’t you have any fish?”

“No!” they answered.



6He told them, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” So
they cast the net out. Then they were not able to haul it in because of the large number of
fish.

7The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard,
“It is the Lord!” he tied his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped
into the sea. ®But the other disciples came in the little boat, dragging the net full of fish, for
they were not far from shore, about one hundred yards. 9 When they stepped out on land,
they saw some bread and a charcoal fire with fish on it. '°Jesus said to them, “Bring some of
the fish you just caught.”

"So Simon Peter climbed aboard and hauled the net to land, full of large fish, 153 of
them. Yet even with so many, the net was not torn.

2 Jesus said to them, “Come, eat breakfast.”
None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.
3 Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them, and also the fish. 4 This was now the

third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated



Hymn of the Day

449 “This Joyful Eastertide”
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Sermon

Luke 21:1-14
“The Easter Difference”



Nicene Creed Credo (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11)
Please stand

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated



Offering Collection

(Proverbs 3:9-10; Matthew 6:19-34; Romans 12:1; 2 Corinthians 9:7-11; Galatians 6:6-10)

Offerings

God, who blesses us with all we gave, gives us the privilege of thanking him in many ways. One way is
by offering a portion of our income to financially support the ministry of our congregation and synod.

If you are a guest, please do not feel like you must give an offering.
We are happy to share with you the free, good news of Jesus’ gracious love for you!

If you would like to give an offering, you can place it in the collection plate when it is passed to you.
If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code on the last page of this bulletin.
Thank you for your financial support of our congregation!

Friendship Registers

You are invited to write your name in the Friendship Register - the maroon book at the end of each pew.
Please write down your name and the names of those with you, check any appropriate box, and provide
your contact information if you want the pastor to speak with you.

Prayer of the Church (Matthew 18:19,20; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Timothy 2:1-4)
Let us pray.

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your
Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit
and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and
love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives
of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of
life.


https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and
judge our laws.

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer
persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.

Grant them your love and take them into your tender care.
Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from
their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness.

Keep us in the true faith and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Please stand



The Sacrament

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this
bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices”

Prefaces

The Lord be with you.
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We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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(2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1)
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give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his
willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection

restored everlasting life.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and

join their glorious song:



HOly, HOly, HOly Sanctus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)
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Prayer of Thanksgiving (John 1:3; Romans 8:32)

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things;
in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross
and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution Verba (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Peace of the Lord Pax Domini (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.



(0) ChI‘iSt, Lamb of God Agnus Dei (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19)
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grant us your peace. A - men.
Please be seated
Distribution of Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42)

As he distributes the elements, the minister says to the communicants:
The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.

The blood of Christ, poured out for you.
Amen.

As he dismisses the communicants, the minister says:

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go - in peace.
Amen.



Our Holy Communion Practices

(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11)

Visitors
Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes:

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and
teaching. To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common. By receiving Holy
Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing
that we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to
which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in
God'’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints). Confirmed members of Nain and
confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another
belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time. We do this out of love and
in accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29. The pastor would be
happy to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other
questions or concerns about our practices. Thank you for your patience and understanding, and
for respecting our beliefs.

Communicants
“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is
printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal. Prayers for before and after communing are printed on
the first page of the hymnal.

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor
distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” When he
distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”
Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying,
“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the
body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins.

Children and Non-Communicants

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing
from the pastor. He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless
you.” Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that

they do not intend to commune.




Distribution Hymn 442 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia”
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1 Christ the Lord is rissn to - day; Al - le - lu - ia!
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Al - le - lu - ial
3 Christ, the vic - tim un - de - filed, Al - le - lu - ial
4 Christ, who once for sin - ners bled, Al - le - lu - ia
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Chris-tians, has - ten on your way; Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - less in the sin - ners’ stead. Al - le - lu - ial
God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled, Al - le - lu - ia!
now the first-born from the dead, Al - le - lu - ia!
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see the place where he was laid; Al - le - lu - ial
“Christ is ris’n,” to - day we cry; Al - le - lu - ial
while, in strange and awe - full strife, Al - le - lu - ia!
throned in end - less might and pow’r, Al - le - lu - ia!
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praise him for the ran - som paid. Al - le - lu - ial
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - lu - ia!
met to - geth - er death and life. Al - le - lu - ial
lives and reigns for - ev - er - more. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: Latin, uth cent., attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050, abr.; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-188z2, alt. ~ Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781-1821  Text and tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn

675 “Atthe Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
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2 Praise we him whose love di - vine gives  his
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured, death’s dread
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, pas - chal
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flow - ing from his pierc - ed side. Al - le lu ia!
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al - le Iu ia!
thro’ the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le lu ia!
eat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le lu ia!

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 7  Easter triumph, Easter joy!
hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath you lie. This alone can sin destroy;
You have conquered in the fight, from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
you have brought us life and light. newborn souls in you to be.

Alleluia! Alleluia!
6 Now no more can death appall, 8 Father, who the crown shall give,

now no more the grave enthrall;

you have opened paradise,

and your saints in you shall rise.
Alleluia!

Text: Latin, c. 4th-10th cent., alt. 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-1868, alt.

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days,

Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Tune: Kirchengeseng, Ivancice, 1566  Text and tune: Public domain



Lord, Now You Let Your Servant (CWogs1) Nunc Dimittis
Please stand as the canticle is introduced
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and the glo - ry of your peo-ple Is - ra-el.

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. ... Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925-1989

Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Proclamation

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

(Luke 2:29-32)

... Text and tune: Public domain

(Psalm 118:1)

(1 Corinthians 11:26)



Post-Communion Prayer (Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11)

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing (Numbers 6:24-26)

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -t give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated

Closing Hymn 629 v 4 “O God from God, O Light from Light”
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throned to reign, all glo - ry, powr! A - men, a - men.

Text: John Julian, 1839-1913, abr., alt.  Tune: Johann Storl’s . .. Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, Stuttgart, 1744  Text and tune: Public domain
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The Paschal Candle

Paschal, meaning "having to do with the Passover," is a word associated with Easter, for it was at the
conclusion of the Jewish Passover Festival (the "Pasch”) that Jesus rose from the dead and proved himself
to be the true Passover Lamb whose blood removes the threat of death (cf. Exodus 12; 1 Corinthians 6:6-8).

Paschal Candles are usually very large, white, and inscribed with a cross and the Greek letters Alpha (A)
and Omega (Q) - the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet - which symbolize that Christ is eternal,
the beginning and end (Revelation 1:8; 22:13).

The Paschal Candle is lit every Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday to symbolize that Christ is alive and
lives among his people. It is then lit for every service during the season of Easter as we continue to
celebrate Christ’s resurrection. The candle is also lit at Holy Baptisms and Christian funerals, reminding
us of the believer’s new birth and resurrection to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.




A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal.
If you haven't done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave.

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God. The Lord be with you this week!

Special thanks to:
Juanita Becker for playing piano... Mark Buske for serving as distribution assistant...
Michael Kraft for serving as usher... Joe Lopina for operating the A/V equipment for the live stream...
Ashley Leyrer for serving on Altar Duty... and the Campbell family for making the rough cross we display during
the seasons of Lent and Easter.

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words
and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this
Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service.

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay
informed about all congregational news. Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex.

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is

also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net
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