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About Our Worship Service 

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  Our message is as old as God’s Word to 

mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins.  We gather for the Divine Service not 

merely for the sake of ritual or tradition.  Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back 

to God.  Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us.  In Word and 

Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new 

life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven!  Through this same gospel he motivates and equips 

us to follow his holy will for our lives.  We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus 

Christ's love for you as you worship today.  Please join us again soon! 

Visitors 

Thank you for joining us for worship!  Please read the following notes about our congregation.  If you 

have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.   

Our Practice of Closed Communion 

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under 

the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”   

Restrooms  

Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall.  A wheelchair accessible restroom is located 

at the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel. 

Guest Book 

If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a 

record of your visit. 

Parent’s Room 

Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.   

Chair Lifts  

Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on 

the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.  



Quasimodogeniti 

Second Sunday of Easter 

April 27, 2025 

 

Easter 

Because He Lives 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is not fairytale or fable.  It is a historic fact that a real man 

named Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead, outside of Jerusalem, around 2,000 years ago.  

However, we do ourselves a disservice if we simply recall the historic details of that first Easter 

Sunday without thinking about their significance.  So, what does Jesus’ resurrection from the 

dead mean for us Christians?  It will be our privilege and pleasure to use the fifty days of Easter 

to ponder the many blessings God gives to us through Jesus because he lives. 

Second Sunday of Easter 

We Have a Meaningful Mission 

The Second Sunday of Easter is traditionally known as “Quasimodogeniti” Sunday.  The 

Sunday derives its name from the Latin words of the Introit (i.e. the opening verses) of the 

day: “Like (quasi modo) newborn babies (geniti), crave the pure milk of the word so that by it 

you may grow up with the result being salvation” (1 Peter 2:2).   

If Jesus remained dead, all he would provide is an example of a beautiful life.  If Jesus 

remained dead, the mission of his followers would simply be to share advice.  “Here is how 

Jesus would want us to love one another.  Or, “Jesus would want us to think about money like 

this.”  Or, “This is how Jesus would pray.”  But because he lives, his followers now have a 

meaningful mission.  It is not to share advice, but to testify to what we have seen and know to 

be true.  Christ has risen!  Thus, Jesus is not a standard, but our Savior.  Jesus is not primarily 

an example for this life, but the doorway into eternal life.  His resurrection to glory will be the 

resurrection of all who put their faith in him.  Sharing that good news—that’s our mission.  



The Service 
Setting Two 

 

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service. 

A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.  

The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal. 

The Preparation   

Opening Hymn                            468   “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real” 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945     Tune: Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1835, ed. William Walker 

Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758     Tune: Public domain 

Please stand 

 



Invocation                                                                                           (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession                                                                                                         (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13) 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

and will forgive us our sins  

and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

 I am sinful by nature  

  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

 I have not loved others as I should.  

  I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

 But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

  with his innocent suffering and death.  

 Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution                                                                                                  (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23) 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



Lord, Have Mercy      Kyrie                                                                (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13) 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Tune: Marty Haugen     Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.      Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

 

 



This Is the Feast  (CW 938)                                                                                     (Revelation 5:6-14; 11:15-17; 19:6-9) 

The hymn will be sung like so: Refrain, Verse 1, Verse 2, Verse 5 (no refrain in between the verses), Final Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–1980     Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Tune: © 1975, 1988 Richard W. Hillert. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

 



The Word  

Salutation                                                                                                        (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                  (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6) 

Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace.  

Come to us also by Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance 

of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

First Reading                                                                             Acts 5:12,17-32 

The apostles were not going to let opposition and persecution prevent them from fulfilling their meaningful 

mission of telling others about Christ’s death and resurrection.  

12 Many signs and wonders were done among the people through the hands of the 

apostles.  With one mind, they all continued meeting in Solomon’s Colonnade.  

17 The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that is, the party of the Sadducees), 

because they were filled with envy.  18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public 

prison.  19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, brought 

them out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple and keep on telling the people the whole 

message about this life.”  21 After they heard this, they entered the temple courts at daybreak 

and began to teach.  

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin (that 

is, the whole council of elders of the people of Israel).  Then they sent orders to the jail to 

have the apostles brought in.  22 But when the officers arrived, they did not find them in the 

prison.  They returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards 

standing at the doors, but when we opened them, we found no one inside!”  24 When the 



captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they were puzzled 

about them, wondering what could have happened.  

25 Then someone came and reported to them, “Look!  The men you put in prison are 

standing in the temple courts and teaching the people.”  

26 Then the captain went with the officers and brought the apostles in without force, 

because they were afraid that the people might stone them.  27 After they brought them in, 

they had them stand before the Sanhedrin.  The high priest asked them, 28 “Did we not give 

you strict orders not to teach in this name?  Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 

teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s blood down on us!”  

29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men.  30 The God of 

our fathers raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by hanging him on a cross.  31 God 

exalted him to his right hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and the 

forgiveness of sins.  32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God 

has given to those who obey him.”  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day               Psalm  150 B      “Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!” 

The Church sings Psalm 150 in services that encourage God’s people to proclaim his message.  Psalm 150 is 

the final psalm.  The Psalter ends with an exuberant doxology.   

 

 

 



Praise God in his sanctu- / ary; 

   praise him in his mighty / heavens. 

Praise him for his acts of / power; 

   praise him for his surpassing / greatness. 

Refrain  

Praise him with the sounding of the / trumpet, 

   praise him with the / harp and lyre, 

praise him with timbrel and / dancing, 

   praise him with the / strings and pipe, 

praise him with the clash of / cymbals, 

   praise him with resounding / cymbals. 

Refrain  

Let everything that has breath / praise the LORD.  

   Praise / the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever.  / Amen.     

Refrain  
Tune: Walter L. Pelz     Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

 

 

 

 

 



Second Reading                                                                             Revelation 1:4-18 

The risen Savior promises to be with his churches as they carry out the meaningful mission of sharing the 

light of the gospel.  

4 John,  

To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  

Grace to you and peace from him who is, who was, and who is coming, and from the 

seven spirits that are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his own blood 6 and made us a 

kingdom and priests to God his Father—to him be the glory and the power forever.  Amen.  

7 Look, he is coming with clouds,  

and every eye will see him,  

including those who pierced him.  

And all the nations of the earth will mourn because of him.  

Yes.  Amen.  

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, the one who is, and who was, and 

who is coming, the Almighty.  

9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingship and patient 

endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the 

testimony about Jesus.  

10 I was in spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard a loud voice behind me, like a trumpet,    
11 saying, “Write what you see on a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, 

Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”  

12 I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me.  When I turned, I saw seven gold 

lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was one like a son of man.  He was clothed with a 

robe that reached to his feet, and around his chest he wore a gold sash.  14 His head and his 

hair were white, like white wool or like snow.  His eyes were like blazing flames.  15 His feet 

were like polished bronze being refined in a furnace.  His voice was like the roar of many 

waters.  16 He held seven stars in his right hand.  A sharp two-edged sword was coming out of 

his mouth.  His face was shining as the sun shines in all its brightness.  



17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet like a dead man.  He placed his right hand on me and 

said, “Do not be afraid.  I am the First and the Last— 18 the Living One.  I was dead and, see, I 

am alive forever and ever!  I also hold the keys of death and hell.”  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.                                                      

Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced 

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29 

 

 

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

The pastor processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word   

Gospel                                                                             John 20:19-31 

Jesus lovingly deals with our doubts and provides us with peace so that we might be empowered to carry 

out the meaningful mission of sharing Christ’s forgiveness. 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked 

doors because of their fear of the Jews.  Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, 

“Peace be with you!”  20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.  So the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

 



21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you!  Just as the Father has sent me, I am also 

sending you.”  22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.    
23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven.  Whenever you do not forgive them, 

they are not forgiven.” 

24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came.  25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the 

mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.  Though 

the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them.  “Peace be with you,” he said.      
27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands.  Take your hand and 

put it into my side.  Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed.  Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not 

written in this book.  31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ!                                                                                             

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day 456  vv  1 - 7    “O Sons and Daughters of the King” 

 

 

 
 

5 When Thomas afterwards had heard 

that Jesus had fulfilled his word, 

he doubted that it was the Lord. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

6 “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 

“my hands, my feet, my body see; 

and doubt not, but believe in me.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615;     Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                                   John 20:19-31           

“Witnesses of Christ’s Resurrection” 

 



Nicene Creed      Credo                                                                      (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11) 

Please stand 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, 

  seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

  and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

   is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Please be seated 



 

Prayer of the Church Easter I 

Let us pray. 

Lord of life, fill our hearts with joy during this Easter season, for you have risen and 

conquered the grave.  Imprint the message of victory on our hearts and implant it in our 

minds.  Through the good news of your resurrection renew our hope and revive our faith.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

By baptizing us into your name, you have connected us to your death and rising.  You have 

put our sin to death and have given us a new life.  Enable us each day to think of ourselves as 

dead to sin and alive to you, so that we may walk in newness of life in all we do.  Lord, in 

your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Offering Collection 

(Proverbs 3:9-10; Matthew 6:19-34; Romans 12:1; 2 Corinthians 9:7-11; Galatians 6:6-10) 
Offerings 

God, who blesses us with all we gave, gives us the privilege of thanking him in many ways.  One way is 

by offering a portion of our income to financially support the ministry of our congregation and synod.  

If you are a guest, please do not feel like you must give an offering.   

We are happy to share with you the free, good news of Jesus’ gracious love for you! 

If you would like to give an offering, you can place it in the collection plate when it is passed to you.   

If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code on the last page of this bulletin.   

Thank you for your financial support of our congregation! 

Friendship Registers 

You are invited to write your name in the Friendship Register - the maroon book at the end of each pew. 

Please write down your name and the names of those with you, check any appropriate box, and provide 

your contact information if you want the pastor to speak with you.   

  

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567


In this fallen world, death and sorrow surround us.  Touch the hearts of those who grieve the 

loss of a Christian they love.  Direct their eyes to your empty tomb and ease their pain by 

reminding them that their loved ones will one day rise again.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Lord, many people grieve without hope.  Let the message of resurrection reach them and 

awaken faith in their hearts.  Use us as your instruments to bring the word of life to their 

souls and the message of hope to their hearts.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Stay by the side of all who are suffering.  In your wise mercy, heal those who are sick, 

receiving treatment for illness, recovering from illness or surgery, or hurting in body or 

mind.  Remind them that your victory over death is a fact, and comfort them with your 

promise to raise them and give them and all believers new, glorified bodies like yours.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Special prayers and intercessions 

The Christian Church has traditionally marked April 25 as a day to thank God for his work through St. 

Mark, Evangelist, and May 1 as a day to thank God for his work through St. Philip and St. James, Apostles.  

We will recognize these minor church year festivals in our prayers today. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

Risen Savior, feed our faith with the message of your resurrection.  Come to us in your Word 

and in the feast of your Sacrament to sustain and strengthen us until we feast with you in 

eternal glory.  

Amen. 

Please stand 

 



The Sacrament 

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this  

bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices” 

Prefaces                                                                                      (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1) 

The Lord be with you.                                                                    

 

Lift up your hearts.                                                                                

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                        

 

Tune: Marty Haugen     Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc.     Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his 

willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection 

restored everlasting life.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy      Sanctus                                                                        (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Marty Haugen     Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.     Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                            (John 1:3; Romans 8:32; Philippians 2:6-11) 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people.  You created the 

world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us.  We give thanks to you for the 

grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 

even death on a cross.  He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its 

curse and penalty.  He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with 

you.  He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection.  Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven.  

Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



Lord’s Prayer                                                                                               (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution      Verba           (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Peace of the Lord      Pax Domini                                                (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

Jesus, Lamb of God      Agnus Dei                                          (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Tune: Marty Haugen          Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Please be seated 

Distribution of Holy Communion                                                  (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42) 

As he distributes the elements, the pastor says to the communicants: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

Amen. 

The blood of Christ, poured out for you. 

Amen. 

As he dismisses the communicants, the pastor says: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 

everlasting.  Go in peace.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Distribution Hymn 470   “Like the Golden Sun Ascending” 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703, abr.; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt. 

Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667     Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



Distribution Hymn 471   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt.     Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623 

Text: © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758     Tune: Public domain 



 

Our Holy Communion Practices 

(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11) 

Visitors 

Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes: 

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and 

teaching.  To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common.  By receiving Holy 

Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing 

that we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.   

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to 

which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in 

God’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints).  Confirmed members of Nain and 

confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.   

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another 

belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time.  We do this out of love and 

in accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29.  The pastor would be 

happy to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other 

questions or concerns about our practices.  Thank you for your patience and understanding, and 

for respecting our beliefs.   

Communicants 

“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is 

printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal.  Prayers for before and after communing are printed on 

the first page of the hymnal. 

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor 

distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.”  When he 

distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”  

Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying, 

“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the 

body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Children  and  Non-Communicants 

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing 

from the pastor.  He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless 

you.”  Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that 

they do not intend to commune.   

 



Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  (CW 927  :  1)                   (Numbers 6:24-26; Colossians 1:3-6) 

Please stand as the canticle is introduced 

 

 

 

 

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.     Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879     Text and tune: Public domain 

Thanksgiving                                                                                                                   (Psalm 118:1) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Proclamation                                                                                                         (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Post-Communion Prayer                                                   (Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11) 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 

this Sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love.  By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 

you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



Blessing                                                                                                                     (Numbers 6:24-26) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

Closing Hymn 456  vv  8 - 9    “O Sons and Daughters of the King” 

 

 

 

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494, abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615;     Text and tune: Public domain 

+ + + 

 

Easter Gift for Each Household 

Several gift boxes are located on the small table in the narthex.  Enclosed in each box is a decoration 

that says, “He Is Risen Indeed!”, and it comes with a stand on which to set it.   

If he/she didn’t do so last Sunday, a member of each “household” – whether that be an individual, a 

couple, or a family – is welcome to take home one of the boxes today.   

We hope you will enjoy this gift!  Happy Easter!  

 

 



Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version TM (EHV TM)  

© 2016 The Wartburg Project.  All rights reserved. 
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A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal. 

If you haven’t done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave. 

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God.  The Lord be with you this week! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Special thanks to:  

Rachel Cordes for playing organ…  

Ben Leyrer for serving as distribution assistant…  

Michael Kraft and Aaron Palmer for serving as ushers…  

Peter Hermanson for operating the A/V equipment for the live stream…  

and the Campbell family for making the rough cross we display during the seasons of Lent and Easter. 

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words 

and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this 

Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service. 

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay 

informed about all congregational news.  Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex. 

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is 

also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.  

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net       

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
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The Paschal Candle 

Paschal, meaning "having to do with the Passover," is a word associated with Easter, for it was at the 

conclusion of the Jewish Passover Festival (the "Pasch") that Jesus rose from the dead and proved himself 

to be the true Passover Lamb whose blood removes the threat of death (cf. Exodus 12; 1 Corinthians 6:6-8). 

Paschal Candles are usually very large, white, and inscribed with a cross and the Greek letters Alpha () 

and Omega () - the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet – which symbolize that Christ is eternal, 

the beginning and end (Revelation 1:8; 22:13). 

The Paschal Candle is lit every Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday to symbolize that Christ is alive and 

lives among his people.  It is then lit for every service during the season of Easter as we continue to 

celebrate Christ’s resurrection.  The candle is also lit at Holy Baptisms and Christian funerals, reminding 

us of the believer’s new birth and resurrection to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 


