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About Our Worship Service 

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  Our message is as old as God’s Word to 

mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins.  We gather for the Divine Service not 

merely for the sake of ritual or tradition.  Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back 

to God.  Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us.  In Word and 

Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new 

life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven!  Through this same gospel he motivates and equips 

us to follow his holy will for our lives.  We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus 

Christ's love for you as you worship today.  Please join us again soon! 

Visitors 

Thank you for joining us for worship!  Please read the following notes about our congregation.  If you 

have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.   

Our Practice of Closed Communion 

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under the 

section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”   

Restrooms  

Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall.  A wheelchair accessible restroom is located at 

the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel. 

Guest Book 

If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a record 

of your visit. 

Parent’s Room 

Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.   

Chair Lifts  

Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on the 

lower level but have difficulty with stairs.  
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Lent 

Exactly What I Need 

Mankind’s greatest problems are universal.  All people struggle with the frailty of their human 

nature and live under the curse of sin.  That sin separates us from God.  Left in our sinful state, 

we would remain helpless and hopeless, doomed to death, and separated from God forever.  

Lent is the season of the Church Year when we recognize our greatest needs: grace, mercy,  

and peace; forgiveness, life, and eternal salvation in heaven.  The good news of Lent is that 

God knows these needs and meets them in Jesus Christ.  If one lacks Christ, he has nothing.  

However, believers who possess Christ by faith can declare, “I have exactly what I need.” 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Life 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent is traditionally known as “Judica” Sunday.  The Sunday derives its 

name from the Latin words of the Introit (i.e. the opening verses) of the day: “Judge me justly 

(judica), O God, and plead my case against an ungodly nation” (Psalm 43:1 a).   

We confess in the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe in the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.”  When we speak these words, we are stating our belief that one day Jesus will 

raise our bodies to join our souls in heaven.  God promises to reunite you with your believing 

loved ones so you will enjoy the paradise of heaven forever with them!  How do we know that 

God can and will keep this promise?  Not only did he raise people from the dead during 

biblical times, but Jesus himself descended into the darkness of death on Good Friday and 

emerged on Easter Sunday as the first fruit of the resurrection of all God’s people.  Yet again, 

Jesus, the Lord of Life, satisfies our greatest needs. 



The Service 
Setting Two 

 

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service. 

A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.  

The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal. 

The Preparation   

Opening Hymn                            846   “I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name” 

 

 

 

 

Text: Magnus B. Landstad, 1802–1880, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnary, 1913, alt.     Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842     Text and tune: Public domain 



Invocation                                                                                           (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 

Please stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lenten Dialogue 

Return to the LORD your God, 

for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in mercy, 

and he relents from sending disaster.   (Joel 2:13)   

Be gracious to me, God, 

according to your mercy.   (Psalm 51:1 a)     

Erase my acts of rebellion 

according to the greatness of your compassion.   (Psalm 51:1 b)     

LORD, have mercy on me. 

Heal my soul, for I have sinned against you.   (Psalm 41:4)   

Do not hide your face from me. 

Do not turn your servant away in anger.   (Psalm 27:9)   

God is light.  In him there is no darkness at all.   (1 John 1:5 b)     

If we walk in the light, just as he is in the light,   (1 John 1:7 a)     

we have fellowship with one another,  

and the blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.   (1 John 1:7 b) 

Confession                                                                                                         (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13) 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

and will forgive us our sins  

and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 



Holy God, gracious Father,  

 I am sinful by nature  

  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

 I have not loved others as I should.  

  I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

 But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

  with his innocent suffering and death.  

 Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution                                                                                                  (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23) 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy      Kyrie                                                                (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13) 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 



Tune: Marty Haugen 

Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.  

Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Traditionally, “Glory to God in the Highest” (i.e. the “Gloria”) is not sung during the penitential season of Lent.  

During this time of preparation, the Church looks forward to the return of this song on Easter Sunday 

when we will celebrate our Lord Jesus Christ’s glorious resurrection from the dead. 

Song of Praise 947   “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”  (stanza 1) 

 

 

 

 

Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941     Tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546     Text and tune: Public domain 

 



The Word  

Salutation                                                                                                        (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                  (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6) 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross 

for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive the forgiveness of 

sins, victory over the grave, and finally inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

First Reading                                                                             2 Kings 4:17-37 

God promises that whoever believes in him will live, even though he dies.  The LORD used the prophet Elisha 

to prove to a grieving mother that he can and will raise people from the dead. 

17 The woman conceived, and she gave birth to a son at that same time of year, just as 

Elisha said to her.  

18 The boy grew up, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers.       
19 Then he said to his father, “My head!  My head!”  

His father said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.”  20 So he picked him up and 

carried him to his mother, and the boy sat on her lap until noon.  Then he died.  

21 Then she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God.  She shut the door 

behind her and went out.  22 Then she called to her husband and said, “Send one of the 

servants to me with one of the donkeys, so that I can run to the man of God and come back.”  

23 He said, “Why are you going to him today?  It’s not the new moon, and it’s not the 

Sabbath.”  

But she said, “It’s all right.”  



24 Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead the way.  Don’t slow down 

for me unless I tell you.”  

25 So she went to the man of God at Mount Carmel.  

When the man of God saw her from a distance, he said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! 

That’s the woman from Shunem!  26 Now run to meet her and say, ‘Are you all right?  Is your 

husband all right?  Is your son all right?’ ”  

She answered, “We’re all right.”  

27 Then she came to the man of God at the mountain, and she grasped his feet.  Gehazi 

stepped forward to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone, for her soul is 

in distress, but the LORD has hidden it from me.  He has not told me.”  

28 Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a son?  Didn’t I say, ‘Don’t give me false hope’?”  

29 Then Elisha said to Gehazi, “Hike up your garments for travel, and take my staff in 

your hand and go!  If you meet someone, do not greet him, and if someone greets you, do 

not answer.  Put my staff on the boy’s face.”  

30 But the boy’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and your soul lives, I will not 

leave you.”  So he got up and followed her.  31 Gehazi went ahead of them and put the staff on 

the boy’s face.  But there was no sound, and there was no response.  So he went back to 

Elisha and told him, “The boy did not wake up.”  

32 When Elisha came to the house, there the boy was—dead, lying on his bed.  33 So he 

went in and he shut the door behind the two of them.  Then he prayed to the LORD.  34 He 

got up and lay down on top of the boy.  He put his mouth to the boy’s mouth, his eyes to the 

boy’s eyes, his palms to the boy’s palms.  Then he bent down over him, and the boy’s flesh 

became warm.  35 He went back into the house and paced back and forth.  Then he went up 

and bent down over him, and the boy sneezed seven times.  Then the boy opened his eyes.  

36 Then Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call the woman of Shunem!”  So he called her, 

and she came in.  He said, “Pick up your son.”  37 So she came in and fell at Elisha’s feet and 

bowed down to the ground.  Then she picked up her son and went out. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Psalm of the Day               Psalm  130 B      “Remember Your Mercy, O LORD” 

The Church sings Psalm 130 in services that emphasize repentance and forgiveness through faith in Jesus.  

It is the sixth of the seven penitential psalms.   

 

 

 
  

Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD; 

    Lord, / hear my voice. 

Let your ears be at- / tentive 

    to my cry for / mercy. 

If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand? 

    But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / serve you. 

Refrain 

I wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits, 

    and in his word I / put my hope. 

I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning, 

    more than watchmen wait for the / morning. 

Israel, put your hope / in the LORD, 

    for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / demption. 

He himself will redeem / Israel 

    from / all their sins. 



Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen. 

Refrain 

Tune: Michael Joncas     Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer     Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Second Reading                                                                             Romans 8:11-19 

God the Father promises to raise his children from the dead and make them heirs of everlasting glory.  

11 And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who 

raised Christ from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive through his Spirit, who is 

dwelling in you. 

12 So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony with it.  13 For 

if you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die.  But if by the Spirit you put 

to death the actions of the body, you will live. 

14 Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  15 For you did not 

receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you received the Spirit of adoption 

by whom we call out, “Abba, Father!”  16 The Spirit himself joins our spirit in testifying that 

we are God’s children. 

17 Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 

since we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him. 

18 For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory that is going to be revealed to us.  19 In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing 

for the sons of God to be revealed. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.                                                      

Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced 

 



Gospel Acclamation John 11:25 

 

 

Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

The pastor processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word   

Gospel                                                                             John 11:17-27, 38-45 

A corpse responds to the empowering command of Christ, proving that Jesus is the Lord of life. 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 

18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away.  19 Many Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother. 

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary was 

sitting in the house. 

21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.      
22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.” 



25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me will live, 

even if he dies.  26 And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish.  Do you believe 

this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him.  “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was 

to come into the world.” 

38 Jesus was deeply moved again as he came to the tomb.  It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it.  39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, 

because it has been four days.” 

40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. 

Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me.  42 I knew that you 

always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.”  43 After he said this, he shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” 

44 The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with strips of linen 

and his face wrapped with a cloth.  Jesus told them, “Loose him and let him go.” 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ!                                                                                             

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day 571   “O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–1976, alt.     Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 

Text: © 1967 Lutheran Council in the USA, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758     Tune: Public domain 



Sermon John 11:17-27, 38-45          “The Christian’s Tears” 

Nicene Creed      Credo                                                                      (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11) 

Please stand 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, 

  seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

  and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

   is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen.                                                       

Please be seated 



 

Prayer of the Church                                           (Matthew 18:19,20; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

Let us pray. 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ.  

Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word.  Fill them with a 

love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

Guard and guide the families of our congregation.  Lead husbands and wives to love each 

other with commitment, respect, and patience.  Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 

keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives.  Grant joy to those who are single, and 

make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

Offering Collection 

(Proverbs 3:9-10; Matthew 6:19-34; Romans 12:1; 2 Corinthians 9:7-11; Galatians 6:6-10) 
Offerings 

God, who blesses us with all we gave, gives us the privilege of thanking him in many ways.  One way is 

by offering a portion of our income to financially support the ministry of our congregation and synod.  

If you are a guest, please do not feel like you must give an offering.   

We are happy to share with you the free, good news of Jesus’ gracious love for you! 

If you would like to give an offering, you can place it in the collection plate when it is passed to you.   

If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code on the last page of this bulletin.   

Thank you for your financial support of our congregation! 

Friendship Registers 

You are invited to write your name in the Friendship Register - the maroon book at the end of each pew. 

Please write down your name and the names of those with you, check any appropriate box, and provide 

your contact information if you want the pastor to speak with you.   

  

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567


Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies.  Give us respect for 

those who protect us from crime.  Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 

defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends.  Overcome 

unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has 

forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind.  Give 

patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

Special prayers and intercessions 

The Christian Church has traditionally marked March 25 as a day to remember the Annunciation of Our 

Lord, when the angel Gabriel announced to the Virgin Mary that she would give birth to the Son of God.  

We will recognize this minor church year festival in our prayers today. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people.  Hear our prayers, 

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Please stand 

 

 

 



The Sacrament 

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this  

bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices” 

Prefaces                                                                                      (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1) 

The Lord be with you.                                                                    

 

Lift up your hearts.                                                                                

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                        

 

Tune: Marty Haugen     Tune: © 1984, 1985, 2010 GIA Publications, Inc.     Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought 

the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who 

overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome.   

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

 

 

 



Holy, Holy, Holy      Sanctus                                                                        (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Marty Haugen     Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.     Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                            (John 1:3; Romans 8:32; Philippians 2:6-11) 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people.  You created the 

world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us.  We give thanks to you for the 

grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 

even death on a cross.  He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its 

curse and penalty.  He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with 

you.  He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 



Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection.  Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven.  

Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                                               (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution      Verba           (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 

which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Peace of the Lord      Pax Domini                                                (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 



Jesus, Lamb of God      Agnus Dei                                          (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Marty Haugen          Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 



Distribution Hymn 700   “Draw Us to Thee” 

 

 

 

Text: Friedrich Funcke, 1642–1699; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.     Tune: As hymnodus sacer, Leipzig, 1625     Text and tune: Public domain 

Distribution Hymn 817   “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Martin M. Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 

Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tablatur, Strassburg, 1577     Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 



 

Our Holy Communion Practices 
(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11) 

Visitors 

Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes: 

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and 

teaching.  To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common.  By receiving Holy 

Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing that 

we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.   

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to 

which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in 

God’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints).  Confirmed members of Nain and 

confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.   

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another 

belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time.  We do this out of love and in 

accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29.  The pastor would be happy 

to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other questions or 

concerns about our practices.  Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for respecting 

our beliefs.   

Communicants 

“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is 

printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal.  Prayers for before and after communing are printed on 

the first page of the hymnal. 

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor 

distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.”  When he 

distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”  

Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying, 

“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the body 

and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Children  and  Non-Communicants 

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing 

from the pastor.  He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless 

you.”  Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that they 

do not intend to commune. 

 



Distribution of Holy Communion                                                  (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42) 

As he distributes the elements, the pastor says to the communicants: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

Amen. 

The blood of Christ, poured out for you. 

Amen. 

As he dismisses the communicants, the pastor says: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 

everlasting.  Go T in peace.  

Amen. 

Create in Me a Clean Heart  (CW 942)                                           (Psalm 51:10-12) 

Please stand as the canticle is introduced 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.     Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925–1989     Text and tune: Public domain 



Thanksgiving                                                                                                                   (Psalm 118:1) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Proclamation                                                                                                         (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Post-Communion Prayer                                                   (Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11) 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 

this Sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love.  By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 

you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing                                                                                                                     (Numbers 6:24-26) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn 464   “I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again”  (stanzas 1 and 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: attr. Johann J. Möller, 1660–1733, abr; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.     Tune: Johann R. Ahle, 1625–1673     Text and tune: Public domain 

+ + + 

 

Midweek Lenten Service 

Wednesday  |  March 25  |   4:00 & 7:00 pm 

Our theme this Wednesday will be: “It Is Finished: Look at the One Who Was Pierced.”  Join us as we hear 

God’s call to look to the cross where Jesus died to give us forgiveness and eternal salvation in heaven! 

The 7:00 pm service will be live streamed on Nain’s YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/@nainlutheran 

http://www.youtube.com/@nainlutheran
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© 2017 Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. www.wartburgproject.org 
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A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal. 

If you haven’t done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave. 

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God.  The Lord be with you this week! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Special thanks to:  

Chris Joch for playing organ… Mark Buske for serving as distribution assistant…  

Luther Schmeling for serving as usher… Peter Hermanson for operating the A/V equipment for the live stream…  

and Lois Buske for serving on Altar Duty. 

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words 

and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this 

Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service. 

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay 

informed about all congregational news.  Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex. 

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is 

also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.  

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net       

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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