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About Our Worship Service  

Welcom e in the name of ou r Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!   Our message is as old as God’s 

Word to mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins.  We gather for the Divine 

Service not merely for the sake of ritual or tradition.  Nor do we com e to worship  primarily  to give 

something back to God. Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us. 

In Word and Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives us forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new life, 

and the promise of eternal salva t ion in heaven!  Throu gh this same Gospel he motivates and 

equips us to follow his holy will for our lives.  We hope that you are comforted with the message 

of Jesus Christ's love as you worship with us today.  Please join us again soon!  

Visitors  

Thank you  fo r joining  us for wo rship!  Please read the following notes about our church.  If you 

have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor .   

Our practice of closed communion : If you have not communed with us before, please read the 

no te about our  Lord’s Supper practices printed later in this bulletin under “Distribution of Holy 

Communi on.”   

Rest Rooms  are located in the downstairs fellowship hall. A wheelchair accessible restroom is 

located at the front of the church, through the doors to th e lef t  of t he chancel.  

Guest book : If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so 

we can have a record of your visit.  

Mother’s Room: Parents with crying children are welcome to use the mother’s room, located off 

of t he narthex.   The room is equipped with speakers so parents can listen to the service.  

Chair Lifts  are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall 

on the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.   

Scripture taken fr om: t he HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.   

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.  

Service texts and music taken from Christian Worship . Copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing Hous e. Used by permission.  

Service texts and music taken from Christian Worship Supplement .  Copyright © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission.  

Front and back cover artwork by Ian M. Welch https://paramentics.com. Used by permission.  

Page 3 ar twork  court esy of òHigher Things Ecclesiastical Art by Ed Riojas.ó Used by permission  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A -716460.  
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The Season o f Epiphany  

What Child Is This?  

A baby is born every twelve secon ds.  That's 140 million babies born each year.  Yet, 

there is something that sets this child  apart from all others.   It is not simply his humble 

beginnings, with a cattle trough as his first cradle.  It is not just the miraculous nature 

of his birth, his m ot her being a virgin.  There is so much more.  This child is the only 

hope we have for peac e and a future.  This child can wipe away every tear, drive away 

every fear.  Here is the truth of Christmas .  With this child, you lack nothing.  Without 

him, you h ave no thing.   Let us use this season of Christmas to answer this most 

important question: What child is this?  

The Epiphany of Our Lord  

What Child Is This?   A Light for All People  

The Festival of the Epiphany  is a celebration of the first time non -Jewish believers 

wors hiped the newborn Savior.  They were guided by a special light in the sky to a child 

who would be a light for all people.  We live in a world wh ere sin can divide people 

along so many lines: ethnicity and race, rich and poor, red states and blue states, et c. 

The only dividing line Jesus cares about is the one that separated sinful mankind from a 

holy God.  By his death and resurrection, he removed that line and united all believers 

into one kingdom.   For that, we offer him our finest gifts.  

 

 



+ COMMON SERVICE + 

  

Welcome to G odõs house  in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus  Christ ! 

Please enter  the sanct uar y quietly so you and others  can pre pare your hea rts for Go d's worship serv ice. 

Personal pra yers for worship are printed on pages 10 -11, 134 -139, and 1 56 in th e front of the hymnal.   

òUnderstanding Lutheran Worshipó provides excellent information  about t he Lutheran Liturgy, the Christian 

Church Year, and the Books of  the Bible.  A copy of  the boo klet is located in the hymnal rack of each pew.   

THE PREPARATION    

 (Job 11:13 -15; Psa lm 25; Isaiah 4 0:3 -5; Hebrews 4:16)   

OPENING HYMN   80    òAng els from the R ealms of Glory ó 

*  The hymns are located  in the middle to back  portion of th e red hymnal.  

INVO CATION    (Matth ew 28:19 ; 2 Cor inthians 13 :14)    

* Please stand.  

M:  In the name  of the Fath er and  of t he Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

OPENING VERSICLES   (based on John 1)   

M:  In Chr ist is life; the life which is t he light of the world.  

C:  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understoo d it.  

M:  There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  He came as  a 

witness to testify concerning that light, so t hat through him all men might be lieve.  

C:  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  

M:  The true l ight that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  

C: Jesus Christ is  the light of the world.  Whoever follows him wil l never walk in 

darkness but wi ll have the light of life . 



CONFESSION OF SINS   (1 John 1:8 -9)   

M: Beloved i n the Lord: l et  us draw  near  with a tr ue heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father,  asking h im in the name of our  Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgi veness.    

*  Please remain silent  for ref lection on  Godõs Word a nd for repen tant  self -examination.  

C: Ho ly and  mercif u l  Father,  I co nfess that  I am by nature sinful an d that I have 

disobeyed  you in m y thoughts, words, an d actio ns . I have done  what is evil 

and fai led to  do w hat is good. For this  I deserve y our puni shmen t both now 

and i n e ter nity. But I am tru ly sor ry for my sin s, and tr usting in my Sav ior 

Jesus Christ, I  pray: Lord, have mercy  on me, a  sinner.  

KYRIE ð LORD, HAVE MERCY   (Mark 1 0:47; Luk e 17:12 -13)   

 

 

HOLY A BSOLUTION   (John 20: 19 -23)   

M:  God, our heav enly Father,  has be en merciful to us and has given h is only  Son to b e 

the atoni ng sacrifice for our sin s. Therefore, as a call ed servant of Christ and by 

his authority , I forgive you all your sins i n the name o f the Fath er and of the Son † 

and  of the Holy Spirit.  

  

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ð GLORY TO GOD   (Luke 2:14; John 1:29 )  

M:  In the peace of forgiveness,  let us praise the Lord . 

 



 

 

SALUTATIO N   (Ruth 2:4 ;  2 Timoth y 4 :22 ) 

M: The Lo rd be with y ou.  

  



PRAYER OF THE DAY    (Philippian s 4:6; Matthew 18:1 9-20 )   

M: Let us pray.  

Lord God, by the leading of a s tar you once made known to the nations your one 

and only Son.  Guide us, also, who know him now  by faith, to come at last to the 

perfect joy of your heav enly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

                           

*  Please be seated.  

THE WORD   

(Romans 10: 17; Acts  2:42;  2 Timot hy 3:1 6,1 7)   

For more  in for mation about todayõs Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words 

and  symbols fe atured on the paraments,  please pick u p a copy of òAbout the Propers,ó a weekly document 

explainin g the changeable parts  of the service.  Seve ral  copies are avai lable on the countertop in the narthex.  

FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 10: 1-9 

A queen from Africa visits King Solo mon and comes to learn of the eternal love that the Lord has for all people.  

*  After the re adi ng of the Lesson:  

M: The Word of Our Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!   

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 72  page 93     in the front of the hymnal  

*   The men & boys  will sing the fir st half  of the psalm verse;  the women & girls will sing the second half . 

   All will join in singing the refrain s and the  òGlory be to the Fatheréó 

 

 

 



SECOND LESSON Acts 13:46 -49  

Paul's mission was to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. For God de sires salvation to be brought to the ends of 

the earth.  

*  After the re adi ng of the Lesson:  

M: The Word of Our Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!   

VERSE OF THE DAY      Matthew 2:2       (Psalm 150; Re velation 19)  

M:  Alleluia. (The Magi said of Jesus ) “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  Alleluia.  

 

*  The pastor  processes  to the nave  floor for  the r eadin g of the Gospe l, symbolizi ng Christõs presence among 

us in his  Word.  

GOSPEL OF THE DAY  Matthew 2:1 -12  

In his grace, God used a special light to lea d foreign priest -astronomers to the Light of the world. These new 

believers respond with worship and sacrifice.  

*  Please stand.   

M: The Holy Gospel  for the Epiphany of Our Lord , according to St. Matthew , chapter 

two . 

 

*  After th e reading of the Gospel:  

M: This is t he Gospel  of ou r Lord!   

  



NICENE CREED   (Romans 10: 9-10; Philippians 2:10 -11)  

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almigh ty, mak er  of heaven and earth, of  

all that is, seen and unseen.  

 We beli eve  in one Lord , Jesus Christ , t he only Son o f God, eter nal ly begot ten of 

the Father, God  f rom God, Light fro m Light, true God from true Go d, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things we re made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down fr om heaven, was  in carnate of th e 

Holy Spir it and the virg in Mary, and becam e fully human. Fo r o ur sake he was 

crucified under  Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was bu ried. O n the third 

day he rose ag ain in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended int o heaven, 

and is seated at the  right hand  of  the Fat her.  He will come agai n in glory to 

jud ge the living and the dead, and h is kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in th e Holy Spirit, the Lord, the give r of life, who proceeds from the 

Father  and the Son, w ho in unity wi th the Father an d the S on i s w orshiped  and  

glorified, who ha s spoken through the  prophets. We believe in one h oly 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknow ledge o ne baptism for the 

forgive ness of sins. We look for the resurrect ion  of the dead  and the life † of 

the world t o come.  Ame n.   

*  Please be seated.  

HYMN  OF THE DAY  79    òHow Lov ely Shines the Morning Star ó 

SERMON     Matthew 2:1 -12      òGodõs Epiphany Revelation ó  

CREATE IN ME   (Psalm 51:10 -12)  

*  Please stand.  

  

 



 

 

 

*  Please be seated . 

OFFERING  

*  Offering Collection   

God, who blesse s us with all w e have, g ives us the privilege of show ing hi m our thanks in many  ways. 

One of these ways  is by giving  back a portion of  what he has given us to support the work of the Church .  

If you are a guest, please donõt feel that  you m ust give an offe rin g. We are h appy to s hare with you the 

free, good news of Jesusõ eternal love for you.  

If you have a n offering, you can  place it i n the box in the narthex, mail it to the church, or give online vi a 

the link on our chu rc h w ebsite.  Thank you for your fin anci al support  of our congregation ! 

*  Friendship Re gister s 

A Friendship Regis ter  (i.e. the mar oon book ) is located  at the  end of each pew.  Sometime before you 

leave, p lease write in your name and t he nam es of those with you , check a ny appropriate box , and 

provide  your  contact information  if you want the p astor to spea k with you .   

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD    

*  Please stand at the direction of the pa stor.  

LORD'S PRAYER    (Matthew  6:9-13 ; Luke  11 :2-4) 

C:  Ou r Fathe r , who ar t in heaven, ha l low ed be thy name, thy kin gdom  come, thy 

will  be done,  on earth as it is  in heave n.  Gi ve us this day ou r da ily  bread;  and 

for g ive  us  ou r trespasses, as we fo rgi ve t ho se w ho tre spass aga inst us; and  

lead  us  not i nt o temptati on , but  † delive r us from evil.   For  thin e is the 

kingdom  and the power and t he  glory forever and e ver.  Amen.   



THE SACRAMENT  

(Matthew 26; Mar k 14; Lu ke 22; 1 Corint hians 11)   

Visitors, before app ro achi ng the  altar, p lease read the no te printed later in t his bul letin under the section 

titled òDistributionó so you may be informed a bout our congregationõs Holy Commun ion pra ctices.  

PREFACES 

M:  The Lord be with you.     (2 Timothy 4:22;  2 Thessalonia ns 3:1 6) 

  

M:  Lift up your hearts.     (Colossians 3:1; Lamentat ions 3:41)  

 

M:  Let us give thank s to the Lord, our God.     (Psalm 1 07 :1; Psalm 136)  

 

M:  It is truly g ood and right that we should at all times an d in all  pl aces give  you 

thanks, O Lord,  Holy Father , almight y and everlasting God, through Jesus C hrist,  

our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your 

only Son, full of grace and truth .     

Therefore, with all the saint s on e arth a nd  host s of hea ven, we pra ise your holy 

name and join their  glorious  song:  

SANCTUS ð HOLY, H OLY, HOLY    (Isaiah 6:3; Ma tthew 21: 9) 

 

 



 

WORDS OF INSTITU TION   (Matth ew 26:26 -28; Mark 14:22 -24;  Luke 22:19 -20;  1 Cori nthians 11:23 -24)  

M:  Our  Lord Jesus Chri st, on th e night he was betrayed, took bread; and wh en he had 

given t hanks, he  broke it and  gave it to his discip les, s aying , “Take and eat; this is 

my † body, which is given for you. Do th is i n remembrance o f me .”   

 Then he took the c up, gave than ks, and  gave it to them, sa ying, “Drink from it, all 

of you ; this is my † bl ood of th e new cove nan t, which is poured out  for y ou fo r the 

for giveness of sins. Do  this, whenev er you drink it, in rem embrance of me.” 

PAX DOMINI ð THE PEACE OF THE LORD    (John 20:19)  

M:  The p eace of the  Lord be with you always.     

 

AGNUS DEI ð O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD   (John 1:29; Isaiah 53: 7) 

 



 

*   Please be seated.   

DISTRIBUTION O F HOLY COM MUNIO N   (1 Cori nthians 11:2 6)     

*  Visitors  

Before approa ching  the altar to rece ive Holy Communion, ple ase re ad the fo llowing no tes: 

The Holy Bib le teaches  th e celebration of  the  Lord's  Supper is  an expressi on of unit y in  fai th  and teaching 

(to be ôin commu nionõ means to shar e and hold in com mon) .  By eating and  dr inking at our Lordõs Table,  

we a re not only  shari ng Christ õs true  Body and Blood, b ut  we are al so confessing that we publicly  hold in 

common the sa me teachin gs of Godõs Holy Word.   

We th erefor e invi te to  Holy Commun ion  only those Ch ristian s who share t he same teachings to wh ich we 

hold,  all the wh ile re cognizing  th e true spiritu al unity  and fellows hip  of  all true Chr isti ans i n Godõs Holy 

Christian C hurc h (i.e. th e Comm union  of  Saints ). Confirme d me mb ers o f  Nain and c onfi rmed visiting  

member s of sister c ong regations in the WEL S (Wisconsin  Evangelica l Luth era n Synod) and the  ELS 

(Evangelic al  Lutheran Synod) are welcome to c ommune .   

If you are a member  of anothe r Lu ther an  synod, another  Chri stian denomi natio n, or  of ano ther  belief, 

we ask that  you refrain fro m communing with us at  this  time . We do thi s out of love a nd in acco rdance 

wit h Godõs words thr ough St. Paul in 1 Cori nthians  11 . The Pastor  would be happy t o speak wi th you i f 

you h ave interes t in  commun ing in the futur e or  have any  other questions or concerns about our 

prac t ices. Thank  you for yo ur pat ience and  understan ding, a nd for r especting ou r b eliefs.   

*  Communi cants  

A guide for perso nal pr eparation before rec eiving Holy Communio n is f ound on pag e 156  in the front of 

the hy mnal.  Prayers for before an d after Holy Com munion are found on page 11.  

When the p astor di stribut es the brea d an d body  of  Christ,  he will  say, òThe body of  Christ , giv en for you.ó  

When t he pastor dis tri butes t he win e and b lood of Chri st, he will  say, òThe bloo d of Christ, shed fo r you.ó  

Before co nsuming  the sacramental  elements, you m ay respo nd to t he pastorõs wor ds by saying, òAmenó 



(whi ch i s Hebr ew f or, òTruly, ó or òYes, it is soó) as a w ay to conf ess your b elief tha t th e body an d b lood of 

Jesus are  tr uly pr esent in the Lordõs Supper for the for giveness of your sins.  

*  Children and Non-Comm unicant s 

You are w elcome t o app roach  the al tar  to r eceive a b lessing f rom th e pastor.  He will make  the sign  of 

th e cro ss on t he head of  each and  say, òThe Lord bless you.ó  Non-Communicant adult s are  asked to  

cross  their arms over thei r ches t  to indic ate that  the y donõt intend  to co mmu ne.   

DISTRIBUTI ON M USIC  

NUNC DIMITTIS ð SONG OF SIMEON  (Luke 2:29 -32)     

* Please sta nd.  

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING   (Psalm 118:1)      

M: O give thanks to the Lor d, for he is go od.  

 

POST COMMUNION PRA YER    

M: O God the Father, sourc e of  all goodness, in your l oving k indne ss you sent your 

Son to s hare o ur  humanity . We thank you that through him  you have given us 

pardon  and p eace in this s acrament. We also pray tha t you w ill not for sake us but 



will rule our hearts and mind s by your Hol y Spirit so that we willingl y serve you day 

after day, through Je sus Ch ri st, our L ord, who lives and reigns with you a nd the 

Holy Spirit, one Go d, now and for ever.  

 

AARONIC BENEDICTIO N   (Numbers 6: 24 -26)      

M:  The Lord bless you and keep y ou.  

 The Lor d ma ke his face shine on you  and be  grac ious  to you.  

 The Lord l ook on  you with f avor and † give you peace.  

  

*   Please be seated.    

CLOSING HYMN  92    òBrightest and Best ó 

+ + + 

A personal prayer for after worship  is printed on page  11 in the fr ont of the hymn al.  

Thank you f or  joining  us  as we tog ether worshiped our Triune God .  The Lord  be wi th you th is w eek! 

Please contac t Pastor B er g if you  ar e need of any pas toral care d uri ng  the week. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Specia l than ks to:  Linda Loeffel  fo r playing organ é Ben Leyrer  for serving as distribution assistant é Jerry 

Loeffel  for serving as usher é Aaron Palmer and Joe Lopina for operating the A/ V equipment for  the li ve 

stream é Joan Vitense for  taking care of a ltar duty.  

All worship ers a re encouraged  to take  home a copy of our weekly newsletter , the  òNain Messengeró to stay 

informed a bout all congregation al news.  Several copi es are  availab le on th e counter top in  the nart hex.  

If yo u ha ve an offe ring , you can pla ce it in the box in the narthex, mail it to the  church, or give on line via 

the link on  our c hurc h w ebsite.  Tha nk you for your financi al suppor t of our congregation.  

Nain is  a member congr egation of the Wiscon sin Evang elical Luth er an Synod .   

For m ore i nfo rmatio n about  our syn od, please visit its w ebsite: www .wels.net  


