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About Our Worship Service

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Our message is as old as God’s Word to
mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins. We gather for the Divine Service not
merely for the sake of ritual or tradition. Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back
to God. Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us. In Word and
Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new
life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven! Through this same gospel he motivates and equips
us to follow his holy will for our lives. We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus
Christ's love for you as you worship today. Please join us again soon!

Visitors

Thank you for joining us for worship! Please read the following notes about our congregation. If you
have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.

Our Practice of Closed Communion

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under
the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”

Restrooms
Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall. A wheelchair accessible restroom is located
at the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel.

Guest Book

If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a
record of your visit.

Parent’s Room
Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.
Chair Lifts

Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on

the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.



Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 1

July 23, 2023

Sundays after Pentecost
Define Christian

Christ himself defines the term Christian and describes what Christians do. We will be struck by
how often we do not do all those things. There likely are times when people could look at our
behavior and assume we were unbelievers. Yet Jesus demonstrates that ultimately a Christian is
one who runs to Christ for forgiveness precisely because he has failed to live like what he is—a
Christian. As we receive the mercy of Christ, it moves us to strive with all our being to better fit
Christ’s beautiful definition, doing all the things Jesus says that Christians do.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
The Christian Lives as Wheat Among Weeds

The wheat that grows in the Middle East is a variety that looks much like wild grass or weeds. It is
difficult to tell wheat and weeds apart until shortly before harvest time, when the wheat stalks
develop a head containing the kernels of grain. Try and pull the weeds out of a wheat field and you
will likely pull up a fair amount of wheat accidentally. So you need to wait for the harvest to
separate wheat from weeds.

Jesus uses that image to illustrate life this side of heaven. Christians are pictured as wheat planted
by the Lord. Evil and unbelieving evildoers are pictured as weeds. We might want God to take care
of evil now—to pull up all the weeds. But he tells us to wait for the harvest. God is going to fix the
problem of evil in this world, but it might not be today or even tomorrow. What does God want us
to do while we wait? He wants us to live like wheat among weeds, serving the purpose for which he
planted us. That means being faithful, fruitful, and mindful of the coming harvest.



The Service
Setting One

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service.
A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.
The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal.

Serving as presiding minister and preacher today is Rev. Eric Roecker,
who serves our synod as the Director of the WELS Commission on Evangelism.

The Preparation

Opening Hymn 873 “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”
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har - vest reap - ing while the saints are sleep - ing.
cure are sleep - ing and no watch are keep - ing.
friends to charm you who but seek to harm vyou.
hopes to shat - ter; heed not when they flat - ter.
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Text: Johann B. Freystein, 1671-1718, abr.; (sts. 1, 3-5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-book, 1907, alt.
Tune: adapt. William H. Monk, 1823-1889; Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, Dresden, 1694

Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand

Invocation (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14)

In the name of the Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13)

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23)

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the -}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LOI'd, Have Mercy Kyrle (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13)

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
GlOI'Y be to God Gloria in Excelsis (Luke 2:14; John 1:29; Acts 7:56)
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have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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The Word

Salutation (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6)
Let us pray.

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of
your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with you in
perfect joy hereafter; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated



First Reading Isaiah 44:6-11

Like wheat among weeds, Christians live surrounded by evil in this world. But God promises that the
presence of evil in this world does not mean that God doesn’t care for us.

6 This is what the LORD, the King of Israel,
Israel’s Redeemer, the LORD of Armies, says.

I am the first, and I am the last.
Except for me, there is no god.
7 For who is like me? Let him declare it.
Let him recite in order for me the things that took place
since the time I established an ancient people.
Or let them declare what is yet to come,
and what is going to take place.

8 Do not tremble, and do not be frightened.

Did I not announce this to you,

and declare it already long ago?

You are my witnesses.

Is there any god except me?

There is no other Rock. Tam not aware of any other.
9 All those who form an idol are good for nothing.

All the things which delight them provide no benefit.

As for their witnesses—they do not see.

They know nothing, so they will be ashamed.

*Who is this who forms a god or casts a metal image that can provide no profit? " Look
at him! All his associates will be ashamed. The craftsmen are merely men. Let them all
gather themselves and take a stand. They will be terrified and ashamed together.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm19  “The Heavens Declare the Glory of God”

The entire congregation will sing together the whole Psalm

Refrain
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They have no speech, they / use no words;
no sound is / heard from them.
Yet their voice goes out into / all the earth,
their words to the ends / of the world. Refrain

The law of the LORD is perfect, refresh- / ing the soul.

The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light / to the eyes.
They are more precious than gold, than much / pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the / honeycomb.
By them your servant / is warned;

in keeping them there is / great reward. Refrain

May these words of my mouth and this meditation / of my heart
be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my rock and my Re- / deemer.



Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
Tune: Benedetto Marcello; arr. John F. Wilson

Tune: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758
Setting: © 2010 World Library Publications, a division of GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758

Second Reading Romans 1:18-25

Jesus’ parable about the wheat and weeds could give the impression that God is ambivalent about evil. But
God’s wrath is real and will be fully revealed at the harvest.

8Indeed, God’s wrath is being revealed from heaven against all the ungodliness and
unrighteousness of people who try to suppress the truth by unrighteousness. ' This happens
because what can be known about God is evident among them, because God made it evident
among them. *°In fact, his invisible characteristics—his eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, because they are understood from the
things he made. As a result, people are without excuse, * because, even though they knew
God, they did not honor him or give him thanks as God. Instead, their thinking became
nonsense, and their senseless heart was darkened.

22 Although they claim to be wise, they have become fools 2 and exchanged the glory of
the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human, or like birds, four-footed
animals, and crawling things. 24So, as they followed the sinful desires of their hearts, God
handed them over to the impurity of degrading their own bodies among themselves. 2 Such
people have traded the truth about God for the lie, worshipping and serving the creation
rather than the Creator, who is worthy of praise forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced



Gospel Acclamation Romans 11:33
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Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758

The minister processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word

Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Lord has a plan to separate wheat and weeds. Christians will be perfectly separated from every evil at
the final harvest.

24 He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who
sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while people were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat and went away. 2° When the plants sprouted and produced heads of
grain, the weeds also appeared. *” The servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did
you not sow good seed in your field? Where did the weeds come from?" 2® He said to them,
‘An enemy did this.” The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather up the
weeds? 29 ‘No,” he answered, ‘because when you gather up the weeds, you might pull up the
wheat along with them. 3°Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will
tell the reapers, “First, gather up the weeds, bind them in bundles, and burn them. Then,

”

gather the wheat into my barn.



36 Then Jesus sent the people away and went into the house. His disciples came to him
and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

37 He answered them, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is
the world. The good seeds are the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the Evil
One. 39 The enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the world. The
reapers are angels. 4° Therefore, just as the weeds are gathered up and burned with fire, so it
will be at the end of the world. 4 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will pull
out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and those who continue to break the law.
42The angels will throw them into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 4 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated

Hymn of the Day 491 “Come, You Thankful People, Come”
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1 Come, you thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har-vest home.
2 All the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to vyield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har-vest home,
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to your fi-nal har-vest home;
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Come to God’sown tem - ple, come; raise the song of har-vest home.
Lord of har- vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but the fruit-ful ears to store in his gar-ner ev - er- more.
Come with all your an - gels, come; raise the glo-rious har-vest home.
Text: Henry Alford, 18101871, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
“Christians Live as Wheat Among Weeds”

L. Recognize this reality

II.  Take comfort this will not always be the reality

Please stand

Nicene Creed Credo (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.



Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated

Create in Me a Clean Heart (CW 942)
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and up - hold me with your free Spir-it. men.

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.
Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925-1989
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Church Witness / Personal Evangelism
Let us pray.

Father in heaven, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus, to bring peace and hope to our fallen
world. Already in eternity you planned to overturn the tyranny of Satan and the ravages of
sin and you kept your promises to restore the perfection of paradise.

Lead us to cherish your great mercy and hold to it as our priceless treasure.

Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise and adore you for offering your perfect life and innocent
death to redeem the world from death and hell. You proclaimed the good news that sins are
forgiven and life with God is restored and you called your followers to share the gospel with

all people.

Make us bold and confident to be witnesses to family and friends we know and love.

Holy Spirit, Lord, and giver of life, through Word and sacrament you create and strengthen
faith that trusts the promise of the Father and the work of his Son. You break down the
barriers of resistance and rejection and bring the lost into the family of God.

Empower and encourage us to speak about Jesus to neighbors and acquaintances.

Special prayers and intercessions



Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, move us by your great love to enter the mission fields near our
homes and neighborhoods. Help us always to be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have.

Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we share the love of Jesus. Amen.

Offertory
(Proverbs 3:9-10; 2 Corinthians 9:7; Matthew 6:19-21; 25-34)

Offerings to Our Lord

God, who blesses us with all we have, gives us the privilege of showing him our thanks in many ways.
One way is by giving back a portion of what he has given us to support the work of the Church.

Ifyou are a guest, please don't feel that you must give an offering. We are happy to share with you the
free, good news of Jesus’ eternal love for you.

How to Submit Your Offering

If you have an offering, you can place it in the collection box located in the narthex, mail it to the
church, or if you wish to give electronically via PayPal, you can scan the QR code printed at the back
of the bulletin, or visit https://www.nainlutheran.org/resources/online-giving.

Thank you for your financial support of our congregation!

Friendship Registers

A Friendship Register (i.e. the maroon book) is located at the end of each pew. Sometime before you
leave, please write in your name and the names of those with you and check any appropriate box. If
you want the pastor to reach out to you, please also provide your contact information. Thank you!



https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567
https://www.nainlutheran.org/resources/online-giving

The Sacrament

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this
bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices”

Please stand

Prefaces (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1)

The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

Lift up your hearts.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to

shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and

join their glorious song:



HOly, HO]Y, HOIY Sanctus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)
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Prayer of Thanksgiving (John 1:3; Romans 8:32)

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things;
in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross
and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution Verba (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Peace of the Lord Pax Domini (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



(0) ChI‘iSt, Lamb of God Agnus Dei (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19)
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O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world;
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O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world;
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grant us your peace. A - men.
Please be seated
Distribution of Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42)

As he distributes the elements, the minister says to the communicants:
The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.

The blood of Christ, poured out for you.

Amen.

As he dismisses the communicants, the minister says:

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go -~ in peace.
Amen.



Our Holy Communion Practices
(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11)

Visitors
Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes:

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and
teaching. To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common. By receiving Holy
Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing that
we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to
which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in
God’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints). Confirmed members of Nain and
confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another
belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time. We do this out of love and in
accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29. The pastor would be happy
to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other questions or
concerns about our practices. Thank you for your patience and understanding, and for respecting
our beliefs.

Communicants

“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is
printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal. Prayers for before and after communing are printed on
the first page of the hymnal.

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor
distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” When he
distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”
Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying,
“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is s0”) as a way to confess your belief that the body
and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins.

Children and Non-Communicants

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing
from the pastor. He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless
you.” Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that they
do not intend to commune.




Distribution Hymn

641 “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide”
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, with us a - bide, for round us
2 In these last days of sore dis - tress grant us, dear
3 0 God, how sin’s dread works a - bound!  Through-out the
4 Lord Je - sus, help, your Church up - hold, for we are
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Lord, true stead - fast- ness that pure we  keep,
earth no rest is found, and false-hood’s spir -
slug - gish, thought - less, cold. O pros-per well
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that heav’'n-ly light, for us be ev-er veiled in night.
till life is spent, your ho - ly Word and sac - ra-ment.
it wide has spread, and er - ror bold-ly  rears its head.
your Word of grace, and spread its truth in ev - ’ry place.

O keep us in your Word, we pray;

the guile and rage of Satan stay.

Oh, may your mercy never cease;

give concord, patience, courage, peace.

A trusty weapon is your Word,

the Church’s armor, shield, and sword.
O let us in its pow’r confide

that we may seek no other guide.

O grant that in your holy Word

we here may live and die, dear Lord;
and when our journey’s ending here,
receive us into glory there.

Text: tr. composite; (st. 1): German version, Geistliche Psalmen, Nuremberg, 1611; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497-1560; (sts. 2-7): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532-1592

Tune: Geistliche Lieder D. Martini Lutheri, Leipzig, 1589
Text and tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn

859 “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”
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be, and bring ev - 'ry plant-ing to per - fect fru -
last, to shine in the home-land that qui - ets all
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her - it your king-dom of glo - ry and light.
i - tion, a mus - tard seed grown to a tree.
yearn - ing, where sor - row and dan - ger are past.

Text: © 2002 David W. Rogn:

Text: David W. Rogner, b. 1960
Tune: Joseph Herl, b. 1959
er. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758

Tune: © 2003 Joseph Herl. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758

Lord, Now You Let Your Servant (CWgs1) Nunc Dimittis

Please stand as the canticle is introduced

(Luke 2:29-32)
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Thanksgiving (Psalm u8:1)

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Proclamation (1 Corinthians 11:26)

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Post-Communion Prayer (Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11)

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing (Numbers 6:24-26)

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated

Closing Hymn 605 “From All That Dwell below the Skies”
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1 From all that dwell be - low the skies let the Cre -
2 E - ter - nal are your mer - cies, Lord; e - ter-nal




- ra— . : - — i

.
.) # ' i ' I

a - tor’s praise a - rise. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!

truth at - tends your Word. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!
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Your praise shall sound from shore to shore till suns shall
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rise and set no  more. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ial

o4 — ——

HES e s o e 7

A3V | I | 1 | | e Paa

!) T I ! I - O
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le -1lu - ia, al-le -lu - ia!

+ + +

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesdng, Koln, 1623
Text and tune: Public domain

A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal.

You will not be ushered out. You may depart any time after the closing hymn and post-service announcements.

If you haven’t done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave.

Ifyou have an offering, you can place it in the collection box located in the narthex.

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God. The Lord be with you this week!

We will not hold Bible Study this morning. However, all are welcome to gather downstairs in the

fellowship hall after the service to enjoy refreshments during our Fellowship Time.
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Special thanks to: Rev. Eric Roecker for serving as guest liturgist and preacher... David Porth for playing organ...
Mark Buske for serving as distribution assistant... Aaron Palmer for serving as usher... Joe Lopina for operating the
A/V equipment for the live stream... and Joan Vitense for serving on Altar Duty.

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words

and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this
Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service.

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay
informed about all congregational news. Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex.

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is
also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.

“Understanding Lutheran Worship” provides excellent information about the Lutheran Liturgy, the Christian
Church Year, and the Books of the Bible. A copy of the booklet is located in the hymnal rack of each pew.

Electronic Giving: If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code below or visit
https://www.nainlutheran.org/resources/online-giving. Thank you for your financial support of our congregation!

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.

For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net

Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version ™ (EHV ™)
© 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Define: Christian

Sundays after Pentecost
Define Christian

Ask ten different people to define Christian and you may get ten different answers. One might say,
“A Christian is someone who believes in Jesus.” Okay. But the demons believe that Jesus exists and
is the Son of God. So is that definition adequate? Another person might have a more negative
view. He says, “A Christian is someone who believes he is better than others.” s that completely
false? And if you aren’t humble, does that mean you aren’t Christian?

In our next worship series Christ himself defines the term Christian and describes what Christians
do. We will be struck by how often we do not do all those things. There likely are times when
people could look at our behavior and assume we were unbelievers. Yet throughout this series
Jesus will demonstrate that ultimately a Christian is one who runs to Christ for forgiveness
precisely because he has failed to live like what he is—a Christian. As we receive the mercy of
Christ, it moves us to strive with all our being to better fit Christ’s beautiful definition, doing all the
things Jesus says that Christians do. Our worship follows this path:

7/2 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost The Christian Loves God above All

7/9 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost The Christian Finds Rest in Jesus

7/16  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost The Christian Is Planted by the Word

7/23  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost The Christian Lives as Wheat among Weeds
7/30  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost The Christian Seeks Spiritual Wealth

8/6 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost The Christian Trusts God to Provide

8/13 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost The Christian Answers Doubt with Faith



